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If you can answer the 
following questions, you 
could be the next 


$500 
winner 


Actual questions 


Which young WCW star is known as 
“The Natural’? 

1) Steve Austin 

2) Scotty the Body 

3) Dustin Rhodes 

4) Robert Redford 


Who portrayed Thunderlips in the 
film Rocky III? 

1) Hulk Hogan 

2) Lou Albano 

3) Jesse Ventura 

4) Rick Martel 


Which of the following wrestlers is 
“Ravishing’’? 

1) Ron Ritchie 

2) Dusty Rhodes 

3) Rick Steamboat 

4) Rick Rude 


True or False: Jesse Ventura was a 
member of the elite Navy Seals? 

1) True 

2) False 


How did you do? 


If you’re up for the challenge and PLUS: WEEKLY WINNERS receive a one-year 


want to put your wrestling knowledge subscription to Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
to work, call now and go for the $500. Weekly. The cover price value is over $100. 


CALL NOW 


1-900-238-7526 


$1.49 per minute. Kids, get your parents’ permission. 


Car This service is available on both 
rotary-dialed and touch-tone phones 
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GA and where prohibited by law. All unclaimed prizes will be awarded via a second chance drawing. The odds of winning are dependent upon the number of entries. Complete rules and mait 
in entries are available by sending a self-addressed stamped envelope to PW! TRIVIA, P.O. Box 625, Devon, PA 19333. To win, answer seven consecutive wrestling trivia questions correctly 
and you automatically qualify for the monthly drawing forone $500 winner and a weekly drawing for one winner of a one-yeer subscription to Pro Wrestling Illustrated Weekly. The cover 
price value of a one-year subscription to Pro Wrestling Mustrated Weekly is $101.40. 

De, 


With your $14.95 membership, 
YOU WILL RECEIVE OVER $70 
IN VALUABLE WRESTLING 
MERCHANDISE AND 
DISCOUNTS. 


Here’s what you get: 

®@ Color Special #1 Featuring a giant 

22” x 32’’ full-color foldout of The Legion of Doom 
®@ Color Special #8 Featuring a giant 


22” x 32’ full-color foldout of Hulk Hogan vs. 
Paul Orndorff 
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@ A copy of Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated Weekly 


®@ Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
Bumper Sticker 


® Official Pro Wrestling 
Iustrated Hat 
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” @ WE HEAR YA! 
The Reviews Are In; Cactus Jerk; Lex Appeal 


THE TRUTH by Eddie Ellner 
The real story behind the headlines 


1 TALKIN’ TRASH by Donna Garcia-Fromme 
Gossip that will shock and amaze you! 


1 WRESTLING 93 RULEBREAKER RATINGS 
Ranking our guys with the respect they deserve 


1 8 RATINGS ANALYSIS 
Who's in, who's out in our dual Top 20 


20 BALANCING ACT by Bill Apter 
Our least controversial columnist answers his mail 


2 4 RULEBREAKER’S INSIDER by Joey Styles 
The latest scoops—direct from the locker room 


2 CRUSH TURNS TO MUSH: 
HOW THE FANS DEMOLISHED HIS FIGHTING SPIRIT 
Fan favoritism chopped the big man down to size 


CONFESSIONS OF A FORMER FAN FAVORITE: 
BRIAN PILLMAN (FINALLY) SPEAKS HONESTLY 
“Flyin” Brian has changed less than you think 


4 INTERVIEW 93: RICK STEAMBOAT 
“The Dragon” is unprepared for this sneak-attack 


JIMMY HART JUMPS SHIP: 
THE DESPERATE ACT OF A MANAGERIAL FAILURE 
The “Mouth Of The South” hops on the Hogan bandwagon 


5 THE 10 BEST RULEBREAKERS YOU’VE NEVER HEARD OF 
These are the men to watch in 1993 


56 HULK HOGAN’S FIFTH TITLE REIGN: 
A BLACK EYE FOR WRESTLING 
The sport is degraded with this has-been as champion 


BROTHERLY HATE: 
THE GILBERTS HAVE THE GUTS TO SETTLE IT LIKE MEN 
This sibling rivalry may be the best ever 


64. RULEBREAKER HALL OF FAME 
This issue we honor Bruiser Brody 


66 MY SAY: TONY ANTHONY 
The “Dirty White Boy” comes clean 


7 WIMPS & WARRIORS 
Separating the men from the boys 


7 TOUGH TALK 
Eight of the sport's toughest tell you what's on their minds 


7 4 LOOKIN’ BAD 
Yukihiro Kanemura gets spiked 


RULEBREAKER? 


WRESTLING 93: RULEBREAKER 
is a totally new concept in 
wrestling publications. 

“The magazine with the bad 
attitude” is the brainchild of 
veteran wrestling journalist 
Eddie Ellner, who picked up the 
mantle of pro-rulebreaking 
journalism when that genre’s 
creator and greatest practitioner, 
Dan Shocket, died in 1985. 

“It's vital that both sides of the 
coin are represented in the 
marketplace,” Ellner has argued 
for years, “and too many of the 
magazines on the newsstand 
pander totally to the fan 
favorites. What about the other 
side of the issue?” 

In early-1993, and in the 
Constitutional spirit of free 
speech and the open exchange 
of ideas, this publishing 
company relented, reviving the 
publication that began with 
WRESTLING 83, and providing 
Eliner with the forum he long 
demanded. 

Read the contents of this 
magazine—and decide for 
yourself whether Ellner’s truth is 
yours to share. 


IT'S'IN THE books, as they say. The first issue of WRESTLING 93: 
RULEBREAKER, Safely stored in a time capsule next to Bruiser Brody’s 
grave, is an immediate collector's item. I've heard it's being sold for $10 
and up, so if you're still able to get your hands on a copy, do so now. 

By all accounts, the launch was successful, as was the launch party 
in our New York office, during which guests Steve Austin, Rick Rude, 
and three-time WCW World champion Big Van Vader broke several 
rules, not to mention plates, computers, and doors. As they say in the 
rulebreaking business, a bad time was had by all. 

Okay, so now what? We don't presume to have any laurels to rest on 
yet—especially since the inaugural issue was not without its flaws. The 
major problem was with—what else?—“Balancing Act,” the column Bill 
Apter was granted to provide a counterattack to the magazine’s 
prevailing philosophy. Instead, his column last issue shamelessly 
mimicked the work | have done in PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED'S “Off 
The Top Rope” for the last eight years. 

Imitation may be the sincerest form of flattery, but the last thing | 
require is positive reinforcement from Bill. Simply put, Bill, you can’t be 
me. | have a full head of hair and children don't scream when | walk 
down the block. What you can do is offer readers your interpretation of 
right and wrong, and do so in your style, which, for reasons | will never 
fathom, has won you many admirers. Be true to yourself—unless, 
perhaps, WRESTLING 93 has allowed the real Bill Apter to emerge from 
the long shadows of fan favorite oppression. Maybe Bill was born to 
mock and ridicule. Maybe he’s tired of being a nice, pathetic sap. 

He wouldn't be alone, especially in this issue. Ex-pathetic sap Brian 
Pillman’s mental health and his wrestling skills—not to mention the 
number of world championship belts he owns—greatly improved after 
he removed the shackles of fan favoritism. In “Confessions of A Fan 
Favorite” (page 32), Pillman describes how difficult it was to make the 
break, but how in the end it was the best decision he ever made. 

Not that there is ever a good reason, but all too often quality 
rulebreakers change for the wrong reasons. We explore two such 
disappointing changes in “Jimmy Hart Jumps Ship” (page 48) and 
“Crush Turns To Mush” (page 28). Both features chronicle the fall of 
two formerly committed rulebreakers who mistakenly think the grass is 
greener on the other side. For Hart, whose tryst with Hulk Hogan may 
never be forgiven, one can only suspect he is suffering from some type 
of treatable mental illness. 

Elsewhere in this issue, Dave Rosenbaum reports on the Gilberts’ 
“Brotherly Hate” (page 60) and how Doug and Eddie, unlike several 
other pathetic brother combinations are resolving their differences like 
men. 

Also, on page 52, Joey Styles introduces you to “The 10 Best 
Rulebreakers You Never Heard Of.” Until now, of course. 

Mail from our first issue is running 20-to-1 in favor of our editorial 
policy. It's clear we've provided a home to thousands of 
disenfranchised wrestling fans. Ya know, it’s nice to be able to say the 
words “wrestling fans” without getting a sick feeling in my stomach. 


Eddie Ellner 
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Jim Cornette and his Heavenly 
Bodies give a hearty thumbs up to 
the premier effort of the world’s 
greatest magazine, WrRESTUNG 93: 
RULEBREAKER. 
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THE REVIEWS ARE IN 

| was delighted to see the revival of the 
publication that began as WresTLING 83, My 
quarterly “old friend” had returned, this time with 
an attitude! “Rulebreaker’ had been added to the 
logo, and Eddie Ellner was at the helm. 

Doubtless, the pristine paragons of propriety 
passed out at newsstands nationwide. Many 
regular readers, I'm sure, felt as if they were 
passing a car wreck: It may not have been pretty, 
but they still had to look. Suddenly, political 


correctness was rent, and infidels were pounding 
upon the gates of the sanctimonious canvas 
crusaders. 

As an independent, non-denominational 
wrestling fan, | think for myself, regardless of the 
current promotional line or designations such as 
“fan favorite” or “rulebreaker.” My personal 
experience has been that when they are 
approached decently, the rulebreakers quite often 
are more personable and obliging than the so- 
called fan favorites. Rulebreakers are people, too! 


WRESTLING 93: RULEBREAKER Offers an 
alternative option. It may be contrary, 
controversial, scandalous, hilarious, and socially 
unacceptable reading, but | love it! 

RICHARD EVANS 
Gulfport, MS 


| recently went down to my local newsstand to 
pick up a wrestling magazine or two. Much to my 
surprise, | encountered a new title, WRESTLING 93: 
RULEBREAKER. | hate to say this, but you guys have 
gone too far. | can’t believe you gave that creep 
Eddie Ellner his own magazine. Are you people 
crazy? The man is a misguided mudslinger 
without a modicum of class. It's bad enough he 
has several of his own columns in your other 
magazines. What possessed you to put him in 
charge of an entire publication? 

As if Ellner wasn’t bad enough, you went and 
dug up this Joey Styles character. Sure, he was 
arrogant when he was with the NAWA, but at least 
he was an objective announcer. Now, he’s the 
most disgusting excuse for a journalist I've ever 
seen. So what do you guys do? You give him his 
own column as well. What are you thinking? Get 
rid of him and, for goodness sake, get him off your 
hotline! 

JUDY JOHNSON 
Elmira, NY 


WRESTLING 93: RULEBREAKER? | love it! It's 
about time you guys put out a magazine with 
some you-know-what. | can’t stand those preening 
punks who crave the love of the fans. Why can't 
they just be men? Why can't they just get in the 
ring and beat up people like they're supposed to? 
Finally, a magazine that | can relate to. 

Ellner, Styles, Bernucca, and Rosenbaum 
have finally found their niches, reporting the truth. 
As for Apter, Peters, and Rodriguez, who needs 
them? Let them keep writing articles for the 
sissies who cheers punks like Sting and Hulk 
Hogan. Long live WRESTLING 93: RULEBREAKER! 

JIM CORNETTE 
Louisville, KY 


Cactus Jack employs the tactics of a rulebreaker, yet he hangs 
out with fan favorites. Reader Jeff Simpson sums him up well: 
He's trash! 


CACTUS JERK 
| just finished reading your article, “Cactus 
Jack Sells Out: Don't Come Crawling Back!” 
(Spring 1993). | think Joey Styles really missed 
the mark with this one. Is he implying that Cactus 
Jack is now a fan favorite? | don’t think he is. | will 
never cheer for a slimebag like him. We're talking 
about a man who runs around hitting people with 
a shovel. Nobody in their right mind could possibly 
approve of a man like this. Just because he's 
brutalizing men like Paul Orndorff and Harley 
Race doesn’t make him a role model. If you ask 
me, Cactus Jack can’t be classified as a 
rulebreaker or a fan favorite. He’s a piece of trash 
who deserves a category all his own. 
JEFF SIMPSON 
San Diego 


LEX APPEAL! 

You guys were right on the money when you 
called Lex Luger and Bobby Heenan “The Perfect 
Combination Of Brains And Brawn” (Spring 1993). 
There's no doubt that Luger is the most awesome 
athlete ever to compete in any sport. With Heenan 
advising him, Luger will be the WWF champion by 
year’s end. Quite frankly, | don’t see anyone in the 


WWF who will be able to stop him 
once he wins the tile from Bret Hart. 
Furthermore, he has a fantastic 
new finisher: a running forearm that 
leaves his opponents unconscious. It's 
simple, it’s brutal, and it's humiliating. 
Get ready, wrestling fans. Lex Luger 
will dominate the ’90s like Hulk Hogan 
did in the 80s. The only difference is 
Luger will be a champion we can be 
proud of. 
RICK THOMAS 
Panama City, FL 


HART ATTACK 
Maybe you guys will agree with 
me. As far as I’m concerned, Jimmy 
Hart earned my vote for sellout of a 
lifetime when he sided with Hulk 
Hogan and Brutus 
Beefcake. After 
years of throwing 
challengers at 
Hogan, trying to 
end the plague 
known as 
Hulkamania, Hart 
just gave up and 
gave in. He's a 
disgrace to every 
champion he’s 
ever managed. 
| hope Jimmy Hart gets 

what's coming to him—a 
vicious beating at the hands 

of anyone with enough class 
to dispense it. 

SUSIE KRAUSE 
Kansas City, MO 


HIT THE RHODES 
Now that Rick Rude is 
back in top form, can there be 
any doubt that Dustin Rhodes 

will soon be relieved of the 
U.S. title? First of all, the only 
reason Rhodes has the title is 
because Barry Windham smashed Rick 
Steamboat’s face into the floor while he was 
wrestling Rhodes in the tournament final. Since 
then, Rhodes hasn't had many clean victories 
over worthy opponents. Overall, he’s nothing 
more than an interim champion. In fact, by the 
time you guys receive this letter, Rude will 
probably have his belt back. 

STEVE MEISNER 

Waco, TX 


Rick Rude is already Dustin 
Rhodes’ master in the ring. It is just 
a matter of time, notes reader 
Steve Meisner, before he regains 
the U.S. title Rhodes is currently 
borrowing. 


WRESTLING 93: RULEBREAKER 
welcomes reader response to 
this magazine and the sport of 
wrestling in general. Send 
your letters to: We Hear Ya, 
Box 956, Ft. Washington PA 
19034. 
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By Eddie Eliner 


THE TRUTH SOMETIMES 
hurts. Yokozuna defeated 
Bret Hart to capture the WWF 
World championship at 
WrestleMania IX. Hart battled 
gamely against the 505 pound 
giant; but in the end was done in 
by a fistful of salt. Hart has no 
excuses—wrestling Mr. Fuji, or 
anyone in the wily manager's 


* aie fo be ane obte stable, requires extensive training 
seen, Bret Hart lost the WWF in CP (Condiment Prevention). 


World belt to Yokozuna (right), Look for Hart to cold-cock the first 
who lost it minutes later to Hulk idiot who tells him salt is bad for 
Hogan (below). The "Hulkster's" —_ his health. 


incredible run of luck that began It was a glorious victory for 
in 1984 continues unabated! Mr. Fuji, 


hysterical challenge, defeat Yokozuna, 
and reclaim the WWF title for an 
unprecedented fifth time. 

Confused? It's simple. Hogan 
must have the greatest agent in the 
world, Who else could negotiate a 

title match while Yokozuna was still 
in the ring, sign the contracts, and 
have both champion and 
challenger ready to wrestle 
immediately? What? Well, | 
don't think that’s what 
happened either. 

Don't blame Fj. It’s only 
natural for the manager of the 
new champion to issue all 
sorts of improbable 
challenges. “The truth is 

[there's that phrase again], 
Fuji never imagined 
wrestling at that moment,” 
said a WWF insider. “| 

mean, whoever heard of such a 

: thing? Yokozuna just finished a grueling match 

capping nearly 30 and he's supposed to wrestle Hogan? The whole 


years of title runs that ended in thing is very ugly. You just don’t run into a ring 
“almosts,” “should haves,” and “thisclose.” | hope and wrestle for a world championship.” 
he enjoyed his two minutes, seven seconds in the Unless, of course, you're bald and radioactive, 
spotlight, because that’s how long it took Hulk Perhaps you're beginning to understand why 
Hogan (remember him?) to accept Fuji’s wrestlers refer to the WWF as the HHWF, as in 
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Hulk Hogan Wrestling Federation. 

Need further proof? In the tag team 
showdown between The Megamaniacs and 
Money Inc., Ted DiBiase and Irwin R. 
Schyster, fed up with the biased officiating, left 
the ring. Immediately, they were threatened by 
referee Dave Hebner to have their belts taken 
away if they didn’t return. Q: When can a team 
lose their championship belts via disqualification? 
A: When the opponent is Hulk Hogan. 

|'m afraid, readers, it's forward to the past. 

Eric Embry returned to active competition 
after months of convalescence following a 
serious automobile accident. “It's nice to hear the 
fans cheer,” he admitted, after teaming with 
Terry Simms and Chris Adams to defeat 
lan Rotten, Bill Irwin, and Gary Young. 
Judging by that statement, it appears that 
Embry’s body healed, but his mind turned to 
mush. 

WrestleMania proved to be a coming-out 
party of sorts for Giant Gonzales, who gave 


Eric Embry (left) is now a fan favorite 
again following an automobile 
accident. | guess his car didn't have an 
airbag: I'm assuming he's crossed to 
the wimpy side of the sport because he 
hit his head on the dashboard. 
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Laugh if you wish at Doink and 
Doink Il (above), but their ability 
fo cut a bozo like Crush down to 
size is nothing to clown about. 
Meanwhile, Brian Pillman and 
Steve Austin—The Hollywood 
Blonds—are often found 
arguing at ringside during their 
matches. Is it a reflection of their 
intensity as a team, or an 
indication that their tandem is in 
trouble? My money's on the 
latter. Stay tuned. 
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The Undertaker a taste of his own embalming 
fluid and proved he is willing to go to any lengths 
to achieve ring success. 

Jerry Lawler was ridiculed with mocking 
chants of “Burger King” in a recent Manhattan 
Center appearance, proving again that New York 
fans are the smartest in the country. 

Also at WrestleMania, Doink the Clown 
proved he is no sideshow attraction by pulverizing 


Crush, with a little help from a like- 
thinking and like-looking ally. 
This magazine does not promote 
the fallacy that all rulebreakers are 
perfect. Often we have taken 
exception at the behavior of 
Pandering Twit Barry Windham, 
whose most recent comments placed 
the breakup of The Four 
Horsemen (the third-greatest 
rulebreaking entity in pro wrestling 
history) squarely on the shoulders of 
Am Anderson. Windham said, 
“Arn was the weak link in the chain.” 
The Horsemen were Ric Flair’s to 
do with as he saw fit and nothing Arn 
Anderson did could change that. 
Nevertheless, something is clearly 
wrong if Anderson's new posse 
includes the likes of Marcus 
Alexander Bagwell, 2 Cold 
Scorpio, and The Coles. What 
gives? 
“Am wants to form his own 
Horsemen and thinks recruiting 
impressionable young wrestlers is the 


easiest way to do it,” said a WCW insider. 

“It's really pathetic,” said Windham, and for 
once we agree with him. “Even if | have to take 
them all on to get to Arn, I'll do it.” 

WCW World champion Big Van Vader 
continues to dominate Sting, although trouble 
seems to be brewing between World tag team 
champions Brian Pillman and Steve 
Austin. In a match against Shane Douglas 
and Rick Steamboat, Pillman and Austin 
refused each other's tag on several occasions, 
although they eventually reconciled and beat 
Steamboat bloody. Both discounted any 
dissension after the match. 

“It was a mix-up in communication,” Pillman 
explained. 

“No problems here,” Austin said. ‘The Truth” 
disagrees and warns all fans to keep their eyes 
open, 

While Hogan's ascension is a sad reminder of 
the past, Jim Comette’s open war on The 
Rock ‘n’ Roll Express is one revival we welcome 
back with open arms. Recently, Cornette and his 
Heavenly Bodies ambushed Rick Morton and 
Robert Gibson. With Tom Prichard holding 
Morton, Stan Lane and Bobby Eaton 
attacked Gibson. Then all three men conspired to 

tar and feather Morton (see centerfold). Talk 
about a birdbrain getting his just desserts. o 
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By Donna Garcia-Fromme 


JOE NAMATH, move over! Back in the shouting superstar to a seven-figure contract to 
1960s, the New York Jets quarterback/sex symbol _ tout the stuff in print ads and on TV! Bad idea to 
posed in a pair of panty hose in one of the most me, but the experts differ. 
famous ad campaigns of all-time. What made 
this so unique, aside from the obvious, is that 
the ad was directed at women, not the 
macho male audience that most jocks get 
megabucks ad contracts to impress. 
Well, | have it on good authority that 
former WCW World champion Sting could 
soon be mentioned in the same breath as 
supermodels Elle MacPherson, 
What Joe Namath was to jock Cindy Crawford, Stephanie 
advertising in the ‘60s, Sting can Seymour, and, uh, Joe Namath. I've 
be in the ‘90s. He certainly has the gotten word that a major cosmetics 
make-up for it. manufacturer—the company that supplies 
Sting with his war paint—wants to sign the 
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as 


“This could be the modeling coup of the 
century,” said a noted cosmetics industry wag 
who didn’t want her name used because she 
didn't want to be held responsible for the press 
leak, “Sting, with his chiseled good looks and 
enthusiastic personality, seems like the perfect 
guy to try to sell makeup to women. On top of 
that, he’s a hunk’s hunk! | can see this leading to 
underwear ads, swimwear ads, and more. What's 
Marky Mark got that Sting hasn't got?” 

Remember, this vanishing cream is 
dermatologist-tested ... owwwwwww! 


ane 


Here is the first Garcia-Fromme Best 
Wrestling Music Awards for this 
seemingly natural merger of sports and soul: 

Best Wrestling Song of 93: WWF Jam, which 
went all the way to number four in England a few 
months ago. It's really a catchy tune, unlike the 
well-meaning kitsch of monotone mat music such 
as Dustin Rhodes’ dreary theme “The 
Natural.” (Bet it took ‘em months to come up with 
that title.) 


Best Dancer: 2 Cold Scorpio, feet down. 


Honorable mention: Michael Hayes, still 
“Purely Sexy” after all these years. 

Best Subliminal Sales Pitch: That exciting 
music the WWF plays during its “news updates” 


Above: 2 Cold Scorpio’s feet are rarely on the ground, but 
when they are, can this man dance! Bottom: There is a 
movement in Japan to institute a wrestlers’ senior circuit, 
including such oldsters as John Tolos and Killer Kowalski. 


H for pay-per-view events always adds 
mucho to the match clips they show. 
Beats that canned industrial sounding 
public-domain stuff heard on other 
wrestling shows! 

Best Rappers: PG-13, the hot young 
USWA tag team. These guys were such 
good rappers that | didn’t even realize 
they were wrestlers! 

Whither P.N. News? 


eae 


Here's an entry for the | Can't Buy 
This One File: There soon may be a 
senior circuit for mat mavens! Bolstered 
by the well-received recent appearances 
of The Sheik, John Tolos, 
Killer Kowalski, Nick 
Bockwinkel, and other geriatrics, a 
Japanese businessman wants to start an 
old-timers federation in the Orient—and 
present cards every week! 

“| think the fans here would like to see 
it,” said Karitari Osaki, who, I'm 
told, made his money in plastics. “Just 
think of it—the fans who never saw the 
golden greats could now turn on their TV 
sets and see them come back again. The 
old-time wrestling was much better than the stuff 
people see today. The idea of the future is to bring 
back the superstars of the past! It's better than 
Donkey Kong!” 

Osaki wouldn't confirm it—he gave few straight 
answers to most of my questions—but I've been 
told that invitations to join have already been 
offered to Billy Robinson, Baron Mikel 
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league a few winters ago? Let 
me recap: 2zzzz, . 


tae 


The recent WWF video 
ee Z : : pieces on Hacksaw 
: Duggan were no joke. 

Duggan’s pregnant wife doesn't 
want Jim setting foot in a ring 
again after the brutal beating he 
received at the hands of 505- 
pound Yokozuna. The veteran 
Duggan was left with a few crushed 
ribs, but even worse than that, a 
badly crushed spirit. 

“If you knew Jim Duggan, you'd 
know he's one of the sweetest men 
in the world,” said coffee shop 
waitress Dorita Vallance, who serves ina 
parkway rest stop in upstate New York that 
Duggan always stopped at en route to his 
hometown of Glens Falls. “Always smiling, always 
ready with the glad hand and a friendly comment 
or joke. But the last time | saw Hacksaw, it was 
when he was on his way home after that fat slob 
Yokozuna splashed him. The life had gone out of 
his eyes .. . it was like Yokozuna robbed the man 
of his spirit. When Jim walked out of here so quiet, 
| felt like crying.” 

Some misguided fans are rallying to Duggan's 
side during this trying time, but Duggan’s personal 
friends say it's time for him to try his hand at 
something else. Without his killer instinct, how far 
can Duggan, the sports greatest patriot, go? How 
long can he last? 

How much do we care? 


eae 


You Heard It Here, But You Didn't Get It From 
Me: The straight poop says Missy Hyatt’s 
gonna dump her entire beauty squadron and 
adopt a whole new look. You mean another whole 
new look? ... Paul Orndorff has got to be 


terrible beating 


eos the ter en't like the best-preserved veteran star I've ever seen, 
Howes e same ently doe - considering he's no spring chicken. | mean, pecs 

Hacksaw Dugerr spe e: Mi sy Hat tha a in abundance! . .. Gym rats say |WA manager 

TOR ok fro mn Yokoz0" chould ta! rake ave The Big Cheese is about to come up with 
her look- Maybe we the biggest signing of any independent manager 


in years. Can't tell you who it is, so let’s just say 
Scicluna, Moose Monroe, Blackjack _ everyone was convinced the guy would end up in 


Lanza, Kowalski, Tolos, Great WCW or the WWF. Way to go, gorgonzola-head! 
Goliath, Tony Altimore, and Kenny Where else are you going to get this kind of 
Jay, with more to come. hot gossip? Remember, the rumor mill never 


Didn't Osaki ever hear of the senior baseball closes ... and I've got the key! 5 
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WHEN CAPT. LOU ALBANO TALKS, 


PEOPLE LISTEN! 


“I've been around the sport of professional wrestling for 40 years, and |'ve read 
every story in the world's best wrestling magazines—PRO WRESTLING ILLUS- 
TRATED, THE WRESTLER, INSIDE WRESTLING, SPORTS REVIEW WRES- 
TLING, WRESTLING SUPERSTARS, AND WRESTLING 91. 


“As ‘Captain’ of the WRESTLING CLASSICS magazine, it is my privilege to 
gather the very best stories every printed in those great magazines and fit them 
into one very special publication. WRESTLING CLASSICS is a must-read for 
fans who want to know a little bit more about this sport than just who won yes- 
terday's match!”’ 


ALIMITED NUMBER OF CAPT. LOU ALBANO PRESENTS. . . 
WRESTLING CLASSICS—EACH WITH FOUR PAGES OF 
DAZZLING COLOR—ARE NOW AVAILABLE FOR JUST $3 EACH! 


— oe ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee al 


ONLY $ 


| enclose $3 for each issue 


| 

| NAME 

ADDRESS APT#. 
| cry STATE ZIP 


| For all orders except U.S., you must add $1.50 for each issue to be delivered by boat mail, and $3 for each issue to be 
| delivered by air mail. Int'l money order in U.S. funds only. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 


(Novy, 1989: Exclusive Photos Of A Lifetime! Hulk Hogan—From The Cradle 
To The Throne. Pius: Rhodes (1982), Flair (1980), Snuka (1981), Sullivan (1973), 
Rich-Sawyer (1984), Lord Al Hays (1973). Classic Ratings (1979). Future 
Classics: Savage, Steamboat. 


7 Jan, 1990: Roddy Piper's Tale Match With Ric Flair Ends In Chaos! (1983). 
Plus: Sammartino (1977), Von Raschke (1972), Zbyszko (1981), Rhodes (1977), 
Andre-Ladd (1977), Hogan-Biackwell (1982), Kevin Von Erich (1984). Classic 
Ratings (1975). Future Classies: Sting, Wartior-Rlude. 


1 March 1990: The Most Vicious Wrestlers Of Our Time: Terry Funk (1976), 
Kowalski (1972), Sheik (1974), Brody (1983), Hogan (1980), Blassie (1982), 
Steele (1973), Abdullah (1982), Hansen (1978). Classic Ratings (1980), Future 
Classics: AWA Team Series, Valentine-Garvin. 


C0 April 1990: A Decade Ot Feuds: Bruno-Zbyszko (1980), Andre-Khan (1981), 
Backlund-Snuka (1982), Piper-Valentine (1984), Slaughter-Sheik (1984), Flair- 
Nikita (1985), Hogan-Omdortf (1986). Classic Ratings (1980), Future Classics: 
Duggan, Luger. 


(i May 1990: Shockers! The World Title Upsets That Changed History: Rich- 
Race (1981), Kolott-Sammartino (1971), Graharm-Sammartino (1977), Andre-Ho- 
gan (1968), Thesz-Rogers (1973), Stasiak-Morales (1974), Funk-Brisco (1976). 
Classic Ratings (1972). Future Classics: Andre & Haku, Zenk, 


CO July 1990; WrestleMania! The Grandeur & The Glory: An In-Depth Look At 
WrestieManias |-V. Classic WrestleMania VI Foldout: Hogan-Ultimate Warrior. 
Classic Ratings (1985). Future Classics: Skyscrapers-Road Warriors, Lawler- 
JYD. 


O Sept. 1990; Capt. Lou Albano Picks . . . The Ugliest Wrestlers Ever! Firpo 
{1972}, Bundy (1984), Mayne (1973), Curry (1965), Steele (1978), Abdullah 
(1976), Rhodes (1982), Kabuki (1982), Missing Link (1985). Classic Ratings: 
(1962). Future Classics: Omdorff, Orient Express. 


(1) Nov. 1990: The Lagion Of Doom—They Dine On Danger And Snack On 
Death: Six stories tracing The Road Warriors’ brilliant career. Bonus: The Great- 
est Tag Teams In History. Classic Ratings: (1983). Future Classics; Savage-Eliz- 
abeth, Kevin Von Erich. 

1 Jan. 1991: Wrestling Reaches New Heights: A Special Tribute To The 
Sport's Giants: Andre (1974), Baba (1970), Studd (1983), Vicious (1989), Ladd 
(1976), Hogan (1983), Convict (1970), Andre-Jonathan (1972). Classic Ratings: 
(1973). Future Classics: Sting, Key Von Erich. 


EACH 


Please send me the back issues I’ve checked. 


In case of a sellout, please indicate substitute choice: ____ 


Print your name 
and address clearly 


(2 March 1991: Tag Team Of World Champions! The Ultimate Warrior & Sting: 
Can It Happen Again? Plus: Valentine (1972), Flair (1977), Martel (1985), Staugh- 
ter (1989), Tolos (1973), Atlas (1981), Sammartino (1979). Classic Ratings: 
(1976). Future Classics: Pillman, Bossman. 


CO May 1991: Sgt. Slaughter—The Rise And Fall Of An Amencan Hero. Four 
stories tracing his controversial career, Plus: Mixed Matches (1971), Hansan-ldol 
(1984), Thesz (1973), Igor-Hogan (1981), Rivera (1973). Classic Ratings: (1986). 
Future Classics: Nasty Boys, Vicious. 


O July 1991: The Pretty Killer: Don't Be Misled By Their Looks! Stanlee (1965), 
Lewin (1963), Von Erichs (1986), Steamiboat-Bockwinkel (1979), Martel (1984), 
Pilman (1990), Bravo (1975), Classic Ratings: (1972). Future Classics: Ultimate 
Warrior, Scott Putski, 


1 Sept. 1991: Wrestling’s Greats! (Before They Were Great). Andre (1971), Di 
Biase (1980), Hennig (1968), Jarrett (1988), Freebirds (1981), Hansen (1976), 
Flair (1976), Hogan (1981), Justice (1988), Windham (1981), Zbyszko (1974). 
Classic Ratings: (1981). Future Classics: Flair, Mountie- Bossman. 


(I Nov. 1991: 20 Years (Or Better!)—And Still Going Strong! Lawler (1976), Ter- 
ty Funk (1975), lvan Kotolf (1974), Slater (1975), Colon (1984), Mascaras (1977), 
Race (1975), Ron Garvin (1988), Snuka (1978), Valentine (1982), Murdoch 
(1981), Classic Ratings: (1984). Future Classics: Gigante, Warlord. 


(i Jan, 1992: Ric Flair vs. Hulk Hogan: History's Rote In The History-Making 
Bout. Seven stories that explain why this is "The Fight Of The Century," Plus: 
Luger-Race (1985), Battle Royals, Silento Rodriguez (1969). Classic Ratings: 
(1987), Future Classics: Flair, Hogan. 


(March 1992: The Bodies Beautiful: Wrestling’s Sculpted Superstars. Alas 
(1985), Hawk (1987), Kerry Von Erich & Billy Jack (1984), Vicious (1989), Gra- 
ham (1977), Luger (1986), Hogan & Patera (1983), Rude & Orndorff (1988), Mari- 
no (1974), Thomas (1972). Classic Ratings: (1972). Future Classics: Rockers, 
Embry-Prichard, 


D Spring 1992: Wrestiing's Fabulous Females: Gorgeous But Deadly. Baby 
Doll (1988), Vachon (1972), Simmes (1987), Sunshine (1987), Madusa-Hyatt 
(1988), Laverne (1972), Elizabeth (1989), Dark Journey-Hyatt (1987), Casey 
(1972), Grable (1973), Woman (1990). Classic Ratings: (1975). 


[Summer 1992: Macho Madness! Seven stories tracing the exciting and con- 
troversial career of Randy Savage. Plus: L.A. Battle Royal (1970), Heenan-Hays 
(1980), Albano & Altimore (1974), Blood Money (1985). Classic Ratings: (1988). 
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These ratings are unlike 
any other ratings in the 
wrestling world. For the 
first time, the top-20 
rulebreakers of the month 
are listed. These ratings 
are not based on wins or 
losses, but on which men 
perpetrated the most 
brutal or violent actions of 
the month. On the 
opposite side, we feature 
the bottom 20, men who 
spent 30 days pandering 
to the fans or upholding 
the unrealistic notion that 
scientific wrestling can 
prevail in this day and 
age. Also included are the 
official ratings for every 
top federation, giving you 
the most unique 
perspective on the sport 
available anywhere! 
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TOP 20 


1 YOKOZUNA 505, Samoa 
Broke a Hart at WrestleMania 


2 BIG VAN VADER 450, Denver, CO 
Lost the belt, but got it back 


3 DOINK 236, parts unknown 
Doubling his pleasure 


4 BRIAN PILLMAN 226, Cincinnati, OH 
Blonds have more fun 


5 BARRY WINDHAM 263, Sweetwater, TX 
Still not finished with Rhodes 


6 SHAWN MICHAELS 220, San Antonio, TX 
Tougher than leather 


7 PAUL ORNDORFF 253, Brandon, FL 
Jack who? 


8 STEVE AUSTIN 241, Dallas, TX 
See Brian Pillman 


9 RICK RUDE 246, Robbinsdale, MN 
Wears confidence like after-shave 


10 BRIAN CHRISTOPHER 230, Memphis, TN 
Now a tag team champion. Unstoppable 


11 BAM BAM BIGELOW 368, Mt. Laurel, NU 
Kamala will be his next Pebbles 


12 SCOTTY FLAMINGO 235, Short Hills, NU 
Flying high with Christopher 

13 TONY ANTHONY 235, Bucksnort, TN 
Pride of the Yankees 


14 BOBBY EATON 242, Huntsville, AL 
Jammin’ in Smoky Mountain 


15 GIANT GONZALES 435, Argentina 
The most feared man in the sport 


16 KEVIN SULLIVAN 252, Boston, MA 
Due to explode again 


17 MAXX PAYNE 350, lowa City, IA 
The new Cactus Jack 


18 COL. DeBEERS 248, South Africa 
Made Superfly fly the coop 


19 LEX LUGER 290, Chicago, IL 
Concealing his skills 


20 SKINNER 235, Tampa, FL 
Chewin’ ‘em up and spittin’ ‘em out 


BOTTOM 20 


1 HULK HOGAN 280, Venice Beach, CA 
How did he get away with it? 


2 BRET HART 235, Calgary, Alberta 
Salt gets in your eyes 

3 STING 260, Venice Beach, CA 
Nice six-day reign, Stinger 

4 TATANKA 260, Miami, FL 
Will someone just beat this guy? 

5 DUSTIN RHODES 254, Austin, TX 
Keeping the belt warm for Rick Rude 


6 CURT HENNIG 235, Minneapolis, MN 
Still out of shape 


7 CACTUS JACK 304, Truth or Cons., NM 
Losing with alarming regularity 


8 RICK STEAMBOAT 238, Honolulu, HI 
Ambushed in our interview 


9 CRUSH 310, Honolulu, HI 
Oversized underachiever No. 2 


10 THE UNDERTAKER 320, parts unknown 
Oversized underachiever No. 1 


11 SHANE DOUGLAS 223, Pittsburgh, PA 
Riding Ricky's coattails 


12 DAVEY BOY SMITH 245, Leeds, England 
New monogram, same phoniness 


13 BRUTUS BEEFCAKE 273, San Francisco, CA 


Talentless metalhead 


14 MARCUS BAGWELL 235, Marietta, GA 
Another loss, but the hair looks great, kid 


15 ERIK WATTS 262, Oklahoma City, OK 
No help from daddy now 


16 BOB BACKLUND 242, Princeton, MN 
Stuck in a time warp 


17 JEFF JARRETT 230, Memphis, TN 
Needs help from the WWF 


18 RON SIMMONS 260, Warner Robins, GA 
Now, the first black ex-champion 


19 TRACEY SMOTHERS 227, Atlanta, GA 
Got lucky once; never again 


20 JOHNNY B. BADD 259, Macon, GA 
Won't be pretty much longer 


WCW 
World Champion: 
BIG VAN VADER 
450, Denver, CO 
1 DUSTIN RHODES 
254, Austin, TX 
2 STING 
260, Venice Beach, CA 
3 BARRY WINDHAM 
263, Sweetwater, TX 
4 PAUL ORNDORFF 
253, Brandon, FL 
5 RICK RUDE 
246, Robbinsdale, MN 
6 VAN HAMMER 
290, New York, NY 
7 MAXX PAYNE 
350, lowa City, IA 
8 2 COLD SCORPIO 
222, Denver, CO 
9 RON SIMMONS 
260, Warner Robins, GA 


10 ERIK WATTS 
262, Oklahoma City, OK 


WWF 


World Champion: 
HULK HOGAN 
280, Venice Beach, CA 


1 SHAWN MICHAELS 
220, San Antonio, TX 

2 BRET HART 
235, Calgary, Alberta 

3 YOKOZUNA 
505, Samoa 

4 TATANKA 
260, Miami, FL 

5 CURT HENNIG 
235, Minneapolis, MN 

6 DOINK 
236, parts unknown 

7 BAM BAM BIGELOW 
369, Mt. Laurel, NJ 

8 LEX LUGER 
29, Minneapolis, MN 

9 GIANT GONZALES 
435, Argentina 


10 THE UNDERTAKER 
320, parts unknown 


GLOBAL 
North American Champion: 
STEVIE RAY 
244, Dallas, TX 

1 ROD PRICE 
265, Los Angeles, CA 

2 TEXAS ANIMAL 
225, Dallas, TX 

3 KILLER BROOKS 
284, Waxahachie, TX 

4 ANGEL OF DEATH 
310, Los Angeles, CA 

5 TERRY SIMMS 
226, San Francisco, CA 

6 CHAZ 
223, Dallas, TX 

7 CHRIS ADAMS 
228, Stratford, England 

8 BILLY STEEL 
240, Dallas, TX 

9 CALVIN KNAPP 
231, Dallas, TX 
10 BLACK BART 
261, Pampa, TX 


Doink 


sie ae : ce suiaiies Tim Horner 
Tatanka Maxx Payne Chris Adams Paul Orndorff 
USWA SMOKY MOUNTAIN IwCCW 
USWA Champion: Smoky Mountain Champion: IWCCW Champion: 
JERRY LAWLER TONY ANTHONY 235, Bucksnort, TN TITLE VACANT 
234, Memphis, TN 1 BOBBY EATON To be determined in tourney 
1 JEFF JARRETT 249, Huntsville, AL 1 JOE SAVOLDI 
220, Hendersonville, TN 2 TRACEY SMOTHERS 220, Parsippany, NU 
2 DAN DAVIS 227, Atlanta, GA 2 JIMMY DEO 
238, Nashville, TN 3 TOM PRICHARD 301, Blandon, PA 
3 BRIAN CHRISTOPHER 220, Houston, TX 3 TASMANIAC 
230, Memphis, TN 4 TIM HORNER 245, Tasmania 
4 SCOTTY FLAMINGO 235, Morristown, TN 4L.A. GORE 
235, Short Hills, NJ 5 BRIAN LEE 288, Los Angeles, CA 
5 BIG BOSSMAN 251, Los Angeles, CA 5 TOMMY DREAMER 
310, Cobb County, GA 6 KEVIN SULLIVAN 245, Yonkers, NY 
6 MASTER OF TERROR 252, Boston, MA 6 NIKOLAI VOLKOFF 
234, parts unknown 7 TASMANIAC 280, Moscow, Russia 
7 R’N’ R PHANTOM 240, Tasmania 7 THE NINJA 
230, parts unknown 8 CHRIS CANDIDO 277, Japan 
8 BOBBY KNIGHT 240, Carteret, NJ 8 EL DIABLO 
320, New York, NY 9 NIGHTSTALKER 246, Tocula, Mexico 
9 NELSON KNIGHT 306, parts unknown 9 JOHNNY WILDSIDE 
525, New York, NY 10 JIMMY GOLDEN 285, parts unknown 
10 MISS TEXAS 255, Montgomery, AL 10 COUSIN LUKE 


130, Memphis, TN 


336, Mud Lick, KY 
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Razor Ramone 
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This column is must reading for those daring enough fo be different! 


Comings and goings. The second install- 
ment of our new and improved ratings sees some 
familiar faces move in, some drop out, and others 
make dramatic moves up and down the scale. 
New to the rankings is Rick Rude, who had 
been sidelined with a herniated disk in his neck. 
The “Ravishing One” has returned to the mat and 
debuts at number nine. Look for Rude to continue 
to ascend in the rankings as he dispenses with 
fan favorites on his way to regaining the U.S. title. 
On the other hand, Razor Ramon fell entirely 
out of the top 20 after debuting at number eight. 
Ramon has been hampered by a knee injury, but 
even we admit that the dominance he exhibited in 
the latter half of 1992 
has all but disappeared. 
We hope this Razor isn't 
disposable. Making the 
biggest jump is Doink, 
who climbed from 
number 16 to number 
three. In the last month, 
he has thrown a pie in 
the face of WWF 
commentator Rob 
Bartlett and attacked 
Crush and Tatanka 
with chairs. Jealous fans 
are now cheering Doink 
at arenas across the 
country. We have seen 
The Undertaker, 
Cactus Jack, and other turncoats who have 
cashed in their rulebreaking chips upon hearing 
the approval of the crowd. We'd rather see Doink 
join the circus than join the fan favorites. On the 
underside of the rankings, the lowest debut is 
made by none other than Hulk Hogan, whose 
well-choreographed return places him fourth. The 
“Hulkster” says he is back to help his buddy 
Brutus Beefcake (who also debuts at 


number 13) win at WrestleMania IX. Funny—we 
recall Hogan needing plenty of help himself at 
WrestleMania VIII. Go back to making bad 
movies, Hulk. Bob Backlund, who, like many 
fans appears to be stuck in the year 1979, 
tumbles 10 spots from 
numbers six to 16. The 
“All-American Waste Of 
Time” is no longer a factor 
in the WWF. He is nothing 
more than an oddity from 
another era, a sideshow in 
Vince McMahon's three- 
ring circus, The next time 
you are at a WWF card, 
listen to the lack of 
reaction Backlund gets. 
The silence is deafening. 
The biggest movement 
was made by Sting, 
who fell from eighth to 
second. The “Stinger” 
spent half of March manipulating the less 
knowledgeable fans of the United Kingdom with 
his ridiculous screaming and phony friendliness. 
He teased them with a lucky World title victory 
over Big Van Vader, only to lose the belt just six 
days later. According to sources, WCW had 
planned to trumpet Sting's title victory upon his 
return to the United States. However, once Vader 
regained his rightful spot atop the federation, the 
powers-that-be canceled the shindig and made 
little noise of Vader's remarkable recovery. 
Remember, folks, it is this type of behavior that 
led to the conceptualization of this magazine. 


Get a life! Or a pen and paper, and write to tell 
us what you think of our ratings format and how 
we rank your favorite wrestler. Address your mail 
to: “Ratings Analysis,” c/o WRESTLING 93, Box 956, 
Ft. Washington, PA 11571. 


Each montti, this column will explain how we go about rating the wréstlers in our unique categories. 
( Unlike other magazines, we reward those who accomplish the dirtiest deedsand throw dirt at those 
who harbor the misconception that being a fan favorife.will help advance their careers. 


Sting 


The best in wrestling videos are now available at discount prices. 
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SEND TO: 

LONDON PUBLISHING CO. 
P.O. BOX 956 

FT. WASHINGTON, PA 19034 : 


a check or money order made payable to London Publishing Co. or provided 
my credit card information to charge my purchase ($20 minimum). 


Name 
Address Apt.# 
City State Zip 


0 Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 


Cl VISA # 


Expiration Date: ___/ -_ 
MO/YR 


YES, | would like to order the video(s) | have indicated at right. | have enclosed + 


Does your video collection include 


these non-stop, action-packed hard- 


hitting tapes? 


THE BEST OF WRESTLING 

GOLD: Volume 1 

Only THE BEST OF WRESTLING 

GOLD gives you classic matches 

with all the top superstars of the 

sport. Matches include: 

Hulk Hogan vs. Andre the Giant 
(arm-wrestling) 

Randy Savage vs. Austin Idol 

Rick Rude vs. Tommy Rich 

Jerry Lawler vs. Nick Bockwinkel 

Bobby Heenan vs. Bob Ellis 

Wrestling Bear (B&W footage) 


APPROX. 50 MINUTES—$19.95 


THE BEST OF WRESTLING 
GOLD: Volume 2 
After watching this video you can 
Say you've seen it all. (A shark cage 
match?!) Check out the matches 
you get: 
Randy Savage vs. Rick Rude 
Andre the Giant vs. The Sheik 
Pampero Firpo vs. Jeff Doney 
Bruiser Brody & Scott Casey vs. 
Kelly Kiniski & The Spoiler 
Randy Savage & Jerry Lawler vs. 
Rick Rude & King Kong Bundy 
(Shark Cage Match): 
Jay Strongbow vs. Don Kent 
Savage vs. Austin Idol 


APPROX. 50 MINUTES—$19.95 


THE BEST OF WRESTLING 
GOLD: Volume 3 

If you like your wrestling down and 
dirty, you won't want to miss this 
video gem, which includes a classic 
mud match, Hulk Hogan, and much 


more. Here’s the lineup: 

(Mud Match) The Sheik vs. Tiger 
Jeet Singh 

Austin Idol vs. Massai Ito 

Hulk Hogan vs. The Outlaw 

Tully Blanchard & Gino Hernandez 
vs. Scott Casey & Magnum T.A. 

Terry Taylor vs. Sabu 

Wahoo McDaniel, Tommy Rogers, 
& Marty Jannetty vs. Ted Oates & 
The Grapplers 


APPROX. 43 MINUTES—$19.95 


THE BEST OF WRESTLING 
GOLD: Volume 4 
Selected from over 600 hours of the 
best action highlights and complete 
matches from the early-1970s and 
early-1980s, this video has it all: 
Nick Bockwinkel vs. Magnum T.A. 
Ivan Putski vs. Eddie Mansfield 
Tito Santana vs. Kelly Kiniski 
The Sheik vs. Tom Jones 
Bobo Brazil vs. Michael Angelo 
Wahoo McDaniel vs. Tully Blanchard 
Eddie Gilbert vs. Jerry Lawler 
(with interference by Rick Rude 
and Jimmy Hart) 
APPROX. 44 MINUTES—$19.95 


WRESTLING FUNNIES 

Get ready to shake your head in 
amazement as these guys show just 
how wild and funny pro wrestling 
can be! If you want a good laugh, be 
sure to add WRESTLING FUNNIES 
to your collection. 


APPROX. 30 MINUTES—$12.95 


SPECIAL OFFER 
ORDER ALL 5 VIDEOS TODAY AND SAVE $20 


ALL5 VIDEOS 


Add $3 per video for shipping and handling 
Pennsylvania State residents, please add 6% sales tax 
For orders outside the U.S., add $5 for each video ordered 


TOTAL ENCLOSED 


Sub total 


&:.——————-————-—--—---------} 


Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. International money orders in U.S. funds only. 

All videos are VHS and NTSC system compatible only. PAL systems are not compatible. All 
carry a 100% money back guarantee against defects only. If a tape is defective, please re- 

turn it with a note specifying the defect. 
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[Editor's note: The opinions expressed in this 
column are those of the letter writers and Bill 
Apter himself. They do not necessarily represent 
the editorial views of this magazine.| 


Not only are the people who guide this 
magazine heartless, they don’t even 
realize other people do have hearts and 
are capable of sympathy. It pains me to 
say this, but Joey Styles actually thought 
I'd gloat over the death of Dino Bravo. 

Let's get one thing straight: Bravo 
wasn't exactly an exemplary wrestler, nor 
was he a good example for young 
people, but | knew him for a long time 
and always respected his ability. His 
death was a tragedy, and what made it 
worse was that he left behind a loving 
wife and a six-year-old daughter.! wish 
some of these guys showed the same 
sadness in February, when 
Kerry Von Erich committed 
suicide. The tragedy that has 
struck the Von Erich family 
over the past three decades is simply 
numbing, and | was absolutely 
disgusted when an editor—who will go 
unnamed—mumbled something along 
the lines of, “Another one...” Ah 
heck, | can’t even repeat what he said. 
Why should |? Let the Von Erich boys 
rest in peace. Living obviously caused 
them so much unrest. 

About the only thing the entire staff 
agrees upon is that WWF President 
Jack Tunney is a disgrace to wrestling. 
| almost said we agreed that Jack 
Tunney is the most honest man since 
President Nixon, but most of the 
staffers were big Nixon men. Makes 
sense. Styles fell asleep on the 
Metroliner down to Baltimore a few 
weeks ago and | heard him mumbling, 
“Bum the tapes! Bum the tapes!” 

Tunney, meanwhile, continues to 


Jack Tunney keeps smiling as 
the federation he is paid to 
govern grows out of control. 
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take no action against the reprehensible 
Yokozuna. The 505-pound sumo master is also a 
master of violence, and there is no place for him 
in this sport. 

But I'll take a tradeoff. Keep Yokozuna. Get rid 
of Tunney, Styles, and the rest of this misguided 
staff. 

On to the letters . . . off to work. 


Dear Cockroach, 

Congratulations to your buddy Sting. Not only 
did he luck out when he won the WCW World title 
from Big Van Vader, but he didn’t even have the 
guts to defend it for a week. In my part of the 
country, his win would be called a fluke and his 
loss would be called business as usual. 

What do you have to say about that? 

KIRK STUTT 
Tampa, FL 


At the time of his murder, Dino Bravo was not the cordial 
scientific wrestler he was when he first broke in to the sport, 
but that certainly doesn’t mean | celebrated his death. 


Dear Kirk: 

It so happens that your part of the country 
is one of the biggest strongholds of Sting 
fans. His win is being called an incredible feat, 
and his loss is being called the unfortunate 
product of interference by Vader's manager, 
Harley Race. 

Just in case you can’t count that high, the 
scoreboard now reads: Sting, three World 
titles; Vader, three World titles. That’s a tie, 
Kirk, and time—not your poor judgment—will 
be the ultimate arbiter in this feud. 


Dear Mr. Apter, 

| picked up the first issue of WRESTLING 93: 
RULEBREAKER and couldn't believe what | was 
reading. 

Isn't WRESTLING 93 the same magazine that a 
few years ago published those great, full-length 
feature stories and treated wrestling in an 
unbiased fashion? What happened? 

| read your column to get an explanation, but | 
still can't believe this sort of thing actually has a 
market. What can we do to stop it? 

FRED BERTAGNA 
Providence, RI 
Dear Fred, 

Your letter is like a breath of fresh air ona 
smoggy summer day. | am sorry that you were 
exposed to this magazine. Unfortunately, 
there’s very little we can do about it. A free 
press is protected by the Constitution, the 
same Constitution that benefits and protects 
every citizen of the United States. 

That said, | encourage you to stop either 
buying WRESTLING 93: RULEBREAKER or 
recognize it for the important purpose it 
serves: By knowing the objectives of the 
enemy, we can better cut him off at the pass. 

Thanks for joining the fight. 


Butthead Apter, 

Here's an action by a so-called “rulebreaker” 
that even a narrowminded goody-two-shoes like 
yourself can’t condemn: “Dirty White Boy” Tony 
Anthony renouncing his Southern roots and 
becoming a New Yorker. 

If my instincts are correct, you're a born-and- 
bred New Yorker, a borscht-belt Jewish comedian 
who was a total failure on stage and finally settled 
for a career as a second-rate wrestling journalist. 
You look down upon Southerners with your holier- 
than-thou attitude, and anything below the 
Mason-Dixon line is considered redneck territory. 

Am | correct? Of course | am. | feel exactly the 
same way about Southerners, and | was glad to 
see Tony Anthony, the reddest redneck in 
Tennessee, finally showing some New York 


smarts. 

Come on, Apter. Disagree 
with that. 

RON SCHWARZ 
Brooklyn, NY 
Dear Ron, 

Since you insisted, I'll 
disagree with everything you 
said. Yes, |am a Jewish man 
who was born in New York, 
but | do not look down upon 
Southerners and | did not 
condone Tony Anthony’s 
actions. In fact, | thought what 
he did was despicable. 

The area south of the 
Mason-Dixon line has 
produced outstanding 
athletes, great politicians, and 
some of the finest people I've 
ever known. It is, in fact, no 
different from the North. 

Anthony's actions can only 
be a setback to North-South 
relations, which are still a bit rocky more than 
100 years after the Civil War. Anthony is a 
Southerner, he was born in Tennessee, and he 
should be proud of that. 

| wonder what his mother and father think. 
Maybe I'll find out and report back next issue. 

By the way, take my editor. Please. 


Sting certainly cannot be blamed 
for his title loss to Big Van Vader. 
It was Harley Race’s interference 
that cost him the WCW World 
championship. 


There must be something seriously wrong with a man who would intentionally try 
to denigrate and anger his own people. Tony Anthony is an expert practitioner of 
the sleeper; somebody had better wake him up. 
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Be sure to fill in the gaps in your collection of INSIDE WRESTLING, 
“The magazine that rips the lid off pro wrestling.’’ Get all the information 
you need to keep up on the pro wrestling scene. Don’t be left out. Avoid 
sellouts—order today! 


August 1975/Stories include: Valentine, 
Garea, Rhodes, Sammartino. 

February 1976/Stories include: Andre, 
Strongbow, Lewin, Brazil. 

March 1976/Stories include: Ladd, 
Funk, Sheik, Robinson. 

August 1976/Stories include: Funks, 
Mascaras, Sammartino, Putski. 
October 1976/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Race, Johnson, Jones. 


OCTOBER 1976 


November 1976/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Wrestling Il, Funk, Sammartino. 
December 1976/Stories include: 
Stasiak, Rhodes, Bockwinkel, Orton. 
August 1977/Stories include: Backlund, 
Graham, Mascaras, Lawler, 
September 1977/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Andre, Mascaras, Brisco. 
October 1977/Stories include: Andre, 
Rhodes, Backlund, Mulligan. 

March 1978/Stories include; Rhodes, 
Valentine, Backlund, Bockwinkel. 

April 1978/Stories include; Backlund, 
Graham, Steamboat, Bruiser. 
December 1978/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Rhodes, Wrestling II, Bravo. 
January 1979/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Mulligan, Rhodes, Backlund. 
February 1979/Stories include: Race, 
Sammartino, Steamboat, Ladd, 

April 1979/Stories include: Andre, Flair, 
Backlund, Jones, 

June 1979/Stories include: Rhodes, Su- 
perstar, Bockwinkel, Backlund. 
September 1979/Siories include: 
Steamboat, Mascaras, 


, Strongbow, 
Garvin. 


February 1980/Stories include: Patera, 
Snuka, Santana, Albano. 

May 1980/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Murdoch, Mulligan, Bockwinkel. 

June 1980/Stories include: Putski, An- 
dre, Hernandez, Keirn. 

August 1980/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Wrestling Il, Baker, Koloff. 
September 1980/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Rhodes, Ladd, Iron Sheik. 
November 1980/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Putski, Bockwinkel, Koloff. 
January 1981/Stories include: Race, 
Snuka, Morales, Slater. 
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JANUARY 1981 


April 1981/Stories include: Albano, 
Sammartino Jr., Race, McGraw. 

May 1981/Stories include: Iron Sheik, 
Von Erich, Backlund, Santana. 
September 1981/Stories include: 
Patera, Koloff, Khan, Junkyard Dog. 
February 1982/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Flair, Steamboat, Rhodes. 

March 1982/Stories include: Rich, Back- 
lund, Idol, Spoiler. 

April 1982/Stories include: Rhodes, An- 
dre, Von Erich, Piper. 

May 1982/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Hogan, Von Erich. 

June 1982/Stories include: Valentine, 
Von Erich, Slaughter, Morales. 

July 1982/Stories include: Hogan, 
Rhodes, Steamboat, Adonis. 

August 1982/Stories include: Andre, 
Bockwinkel, Steamboat, Backlund. 
September 1982/Stories include: Atlas, 
Piper, Lawler, Brody. 


October 1982/Stories include: Rich, An- 
dre, Piper, Dillon. 

November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 
Snuka, Von Erich, Slaughter. 
December 1982/Stories include: Mulli- 
gan, Rich, Lawler, Grand Wizard. 
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NOVEMBER 1982 


Frese 1983/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Hogan, DiBiase, Race. 

March 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Graham, Johnson, Funk. 

April 1983/Stories include: Snuka, 
Patera, Kabuki, Rich. 

May 1983/Stories include: Rich, Snuka, 
Sullivan, Steamboat. 

June 1983/Stories include: Studd, Gar- 
vin, Rogers, Orton. 

July 1983/Stories include: Hogan, Free- 
birds, Rhodes, Youngblood. 

August 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Garvin, Sullivan, Lawler. 
September 1983/Stories include: Zbys- 
zko, Piper, Andre, Hayes. 

October 1983/Stories include: Wrestling 
Il, Backlund, Junkyard Dog, Rhodes. 
November 1983/Stories include; Ho- 
gan, Reed, Von Erich, Dillon. 
December 1983/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Samoans, Valiant, Road Warriors. 
March 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Rich, Rhodes, Garvin. 

April 1984/Stories include: Flair, Steam- 
boat, Superstar, Windham. 

May 1984/Stories include: Iron Sheik, 
Steamboat, Rotundo, Von Erich, 

June 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Slaughter, Cornette, DiBiase. 

July 1984/Stories include: Valiant, Flair, 
Martel, Wrestling II, 


August 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Magnum T.A., Idol, Spoiler. 
September 1984/Stories include: Mar- 
tel, Brody, Von Erich, Iron Sheik. 
October 1984/Stories include: Bill 
Jack, Road Warriors, Steamboat, Piper. 
November 1984/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Rich, Hernandez, Warriors. 
December 1984/Stories include; Ho- 
gan, Warriors, Sullivan, Magnum T.A. 
January 1985/Stories include: Magnum 
T.A., Rhodes, Atlas, Von Erich. 


“JANUARY 1985 


February 1985/Stories include: Rich, 
Adams, Valiant, Flair. 
March 1985/Stories include: Backlund, 
‘Billy Jack, Koloffs, Von Erichs, 
April 1985/Stories include; Warriors, Al- 
bano & Hogan, Steamboat, Gordy. 
May 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Garvin, Albano, Koloffs, 
June 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Slaughter, Von Erichs, Studd & Patera. 
July 1985/Stories include: Hogan, Von 
Erich, Nikita, Warriors. 
August 1985/Stories include: Wrestle- 
mania, Zbyszko vs. The Tonga Kid. 
September 1985/Stories include: Piper, 
Flair, Fantastics, Magnum T.A. 
October 1985/Stories include: Russian 
menace, Von Erichs, Rude & Barr. 
November 1985/Stories include: Steam- 
boat, Adams, Freebirds, Cornette. 
December 1985/Stories include; San- 
tana, Brody, Andersons, Murdoch. 
1986/Stories include: Steam- 
boat, Mike Von Erich, Warriors. 
February 1986/Stories include: R'n'R 
Express, Warriors, Mulligan & Windham. 


March 1986/Stories include: Windham 
& Rotundo, Warriors-Russians, Rude. 

1 1986/Stories include: Scott Hall, 
R . Flair, Andre, Bill Watts 
May 1986/Stories include: Randy Sav- 
age, Stan Hansen, Rock 'n' Rolls. 
June 1986/Stories include: Bulldogs, 
Windham-Flair, Lance Von, Blanchard. 
July 1986/All-American Special Issue. 
Stories include: Hogan, Slaughter, T.A. 
August 1986/Stories include: Wrestle- 
Mania 2, Garvins, Martel, Fab Ones. 
September 1986/Stories include: 
Andre,Rhodes-T.A., Adams, Windham. 


OCTOBER 1986 
October 1986/Stories include: Flair-Lu- 
gar, Savage, Fantastics, Warriors. 
November 1986/Stories include; War- 
riors-Flair, Bulldogs, Watts, Adams, 
December 1986/Stories include: Ho- 
gan-Adonis, R&R Express, Baby Doll. 
January 1987/Stories include: Rude- 
Flair, Piper, T.A., Taylor. 

February 1987/Stories include: Hogan- 
Piper-Orndorff, Taylor, Flair. 

March 1987/Stories include; Flair, 
Missy, Luger, Bulldogs, Koloffs. 

April 1987/Stories include: Windham, 
Steamboat, Ellering, Duggan. 

May 1987/Stories include: Windham & 
Luger, Steamboat, Hogan-Andre. 


June 1987/Siories include: P| 
nis, Horsemen, Adams, Hall, Brody. 
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JULY 1987 
July 1987/Stories include: Danny Davis, 
DiBiase, Rockers, Rotundo, Andersons. 
August 1987/Stories include; Dusty & 
Nikita, Hogan, Mike Von, Comette. 
September 1987/Stories include; Ho- 
gan-Race, R&R Exp., Rich, Honky Tonk. 
October 1987/Stories include: R&R Ex- 
press, Hogan, Taylor-Adams, Lawler. 
November 1987/Stories include: War 
Games, Mr. T, Bulidogs, Rhodes. 
December 1987/Stories include: Free- 
birds, Rhodes, Magnum, Savage, Perez. 
January 1988/Stories include: R&R- 
Horsemen, Hogan, Flair-Garvin. 
February 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
Kevin Von, Sting, Tully & Arn, 

March 1988/Stories include: Bigelow, 
Adams, Koloff, Honky Tonk, Freebirds. 
April 1988/Stories include; Luger-Fiair, 
Ultimate Warrior, Andre-Hogan-DiBiase, 
May 1988/Stories include: Zbyszko, Di- 
Biase, Warriors, Rockers, Fritz Von. 
June 1988/Stories include: Warriors, 
Savage, R&R Express, Baby Doll. 

July 1988/Stories include: Hogan-Sav- 
age-DiBiase, Kerry & Hayes, Sting. 
August 1988/Stories Include: Savage, 
Missy Hyatt, Sting, Hayes, Honky Tonk. 
October 1988/Stories include: 

M ers Vs. Megabucks, Horse- 
men, Lawler. 

November 1988/Stories include: 


Rhodes, Kerry, Luger, Muraco, 
Freebirds. 


December 1988/Stories include: Pow- 
ers of Pain, Ultimate, Flair, Piper. 
January 1989/Stories include: R&R Ex- 
press, Hogan, Sting, Arn, Kerry-Lawler. 
February 1989/Stories include: Hogan- 
Bossman, Tully & Am, Warriors-Wind- 
ham-Sting. 

March 1989/Stories include: Hennig, 
Midnights-Midnights, Fuller & Golden, 
Ultimate. 

1989/Stories include: H , Stein- 

pg Fk Bad Co., Taylor. See 

June 1989/Stories include: Hogan-Sav- 
age, Luger, Steamboat-Flair. 

July 1989/Stories include: Savage, 
Windham, Kerry, Demolition, Sting. 
August 1989/Stories include: Hulkama- 
nia, Steamboat, Rude, Cornette. 
September 1989/Stories include: Sav- 
age-Hogan, Luger, Mascaras, Rhodes. 
October 1989/Stories include: Hall & 
Pillman & Vicious, Hennig, Swats vs. 
Warriors, Rhodes, 

November 1989/Stories include: Eliza- 
beth, Sting, Luger, Paul E., Mascaras. 
December 1989/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Flair, Hogan-Zeus, Embry, 
January 1990/Stories include: Hogan, 
Sting-Flair, Roberts-DiBiase. 

February 1990/Stories include: War- 
riors-Skyscrapers, Zenk, Rude-Piper. 
April 1990/Stories include: Starrcade 
‘89, Ultimate, Rhodes, Sawyer. 

May 1990/Stories include: Hogan-UIti- 
mate, Luger, Woman, Lawler, LPWA. 
June 1990/Stories include: Sting, Saito- 
Zbyszko, Earthquake, Ultimate, Jarrett. 
July 1990/Stories include: Steiners, 
Sting, Warrior & Hogan, Earthquake, 
August 1990/Stories include: Luger- 
Flair, Hogan, Warrior, Taylor. 
September 1990/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Duggan, JYD, Adams, Horsemen. 
October 1990/Stories include: Sting, Le- 
gion of Doom, Bushwhackers, Gigante. 
November 1990/Stories include: Flair, 
Hogan, Vicious, Slaughter, Orients. 
Decembe r 1990/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Sting, Kerry, Cornette, Zbyszko, 
January 1991/Stories include: LOD, Ad- 
ams, Steiners, Lawler-Funk, 

February 1991/Stories include: Taylor, 
Hogan, Martel, Sting, all-annoying team. 
March 1991/Stories include: Hogan- 
Earthquake, Roberts-Martel, Sting, 
April 1991/Stories include: Flair-Sting, 
Steiners, Piper, Zbyszko, Slaughter. 


1991/Stories include: Savage-War- 
Ton eerone Sting, Virgil. mee 
June 1991/Stories include: Steiners, 
LOD, Koloff, |-C belt, Dundees. 
July 1991/Stories include: Hogan, Virgil, 
Funk, Nastys, Steiners, Spivey. 
Sn rath ey include: Warrior- 
Un er, Steiners, Flair, Steamboat. 
September 1991/Stories include: Jus- 
tice-Hogan, Hyatt, Rude, Hennig. 
October 1991/Stories include: Savage 
& Liz, Hogan & Warrior, Luger, 
November 1991/Stories include: Ho- 
gan-Savage, Luger, Flair, War Games. 
December 1991/Stories include: 
SummerSlam, York, Simmons. 
January 1992/Stories include: Sting, 
Freebirds, Hart, Rhodes, Rotundo. 
February 1992/Stories include: Luger, 
Hart, Patriot, Rude, Thesz-Rogers. 
March 1992/Stories include: Hogan- 
Flair, Steiners, Badd, Survivor Series. 
April 1992/Stories include: Hart, 
Steiners, Liger-Pillman, Roberts. 
May 1992/Stories include: Justice-Ho- 
gan, Liger, Gilbert, Repo Man. 
June 1992/Stories include: Sting, Ho- 
gan, Race, M.A, Bagwell, Atlas. 
July 1992/Stories include: Undertaker, 
Vader, Sherri/Michaels, Madusa. 
August 1992/Stories include: Savage- 
Flair, Jack-Badd, Christopher, LOD, 
September 1992/Stories include: War 
Games, Hogan, Vader, Kamala. 
October 1992/Stories include: 
SummerSlam, Steiner-Muta, Simmons. 
November 1992/Stories include: Flair, 
Warrior, Vader, top rope rule. 
December 1992/Stories include: Flair, 
Ramon, Heavenly Bodies, Jarrett. 
February 1993/Stories include: LOD, 
Smoky Mountain, Rude, Jimmy Hart. 
March 1993/Stories include: Michaels, 
Nikita Koloff, Windham-Rhodes. 
April 1993/Stories include: Changin 
faces, Flair, Sting-Vader, Dangerously. 
May 1993/Stories include: WrestleMania 
IX analsis, Andre tribute, Muta. 
June 1993/Stories include: Doink, 
Vader-Sting, Jimmy Hart, Steiners, 
Lawler, 
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By Joey Styles 


London, England— 
Being in the presence 
of greatness is an 
honor. Realizing it is 
a gift. When this 
reporter was invited 
to spend the hours 
before Rick Rude’s 
return in the “Ravishing 
One's” locker room, it was 
apparent the name Joey Styles and the 
magazine WRESTLING 93: RULEBREAKER 
already had the respect it deserves. 

“You're a great reporter,” Rude said. “And 
I'm not afraid to acknowledge it.” 

| returned the favor. “You're the best 
wrestler in the world,” | told Rude. “Maybe 
only a select few believe it, but you have six 
months to go ahead and show it to the 
world,” 

Six months? An arbitrary figure, nothing 
else. Rude had nothing to prove to those 
who are well aware of his accomplishments 
and know he doesn't have to wrestle another 
match to preserve his place in wrestling 
history. Unfortunately, this sport is littered 
with the unknowing, the ignorant, the 
shallow, people who wouldn’t know 
greatness if it walked up to them and 
slapped them in the face. Rude has tried 
that; sometimes it works, sometimes it 
doesn't. 

Say what you will about Rude’s 
unfortunate absence and his incredible 
return, but say this: He was robbed and 
cheated by former WCW Vice President Bill 
Watts. The key word here is “former,” 
because Rude survived and Watts didn't. 


Rick Rude welcomed 
columnist Joey Styles with 
open arms. “You're a 
great reporter,” he said. 
“And I’m not afraid to 
acknowledge it.” 
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The worst move of Watts’ hideous reign was Rude was 


when he stripped Rude of the U.S. tile, but hopping 
Rude’s stil here. The other day | think | spotted sa Wate 
Watts walking into the unemployment office. stripped him 
Would've loved to see what happened inside. of the U.S. 
Must be thousands of openings for wrestling title, and he 
commissioners. intends to 
Watts and the others tried to beat down Rude, , take it out 
but it didn’t work. Rude was sidelined with a oh oe 


perfectly legitimate, physician-certified injury, a 
herniated disk in his neck, but all that was to 
Watts was an opportunity. Well, getting Rude 
angry was mistake number one. Not doing 
something to ensure he'd never return to the ring 
was number two. Dustin Rhodes has as much 


on the face of God's 
green earth, has 
often been guilty of 
setting his sights too 
low. I'm not sure why 
that is. Once | asked 


Rude about that and 
x he mumbled 

Beating a man like Davey Boy Smith is work for Rude; Something: about 
embarrassing him afterward is fun. contracts and not 

getting the fair 
chance of being U.S. champion three months chances he deserved. He 
from now as | do of becoming president of the shut up quickly, because 
Hulk Hogan fan club. You compute the odds. “Ravishing” Rick Rude is 

“Rhodes is disgracing my belt and that's what + not a complainer. Nobody 

gets me angry,” Rude said. “The idea that will ever take advantage of 
someone else got their slimy hands on what's him in the ring, because 


rightfully mine really gets my goat. Rhodes thinks —_ he’s the best and he knows 
he can be the number one man, but he can’t be it, but outside the ring he 
number one because I'm number one, and before doesn't whine and complain 


long I'll have the belt back to prove it. Maybe I'll like your Stings and : 

just forget about the U.S. title and go after the Steamboats, and sometimes that gets him in Ms pacepltapabiath i 

World title. Why shoot low when you can have it trouble. recent political struggles. If he 

all, and there’s no reason why | can’t have it all.” “He thinks he's superior and he wants thatto crosses Rude, however, he should 
No reason at all. Rude, the greatest wrestler speak for itself, but he doesn't realize that know what to expect. 
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sometimes you have to open your mouth and 
shout for what you rightfully deserve,” TV 
champion Paul Orndorff said. “If | was U.S. 
champion and suffered a legitimate injury, there's 
no way they would have taken my belt away. | 
don't give a damn about no 30-day rule. They've 
given exemptions before.” 

The staff of WRESTLING 93: RULEBREAKER 
actually offered our lawyer to Rude, but Rude 
refused. “I'll be back in no time at all,” Rude said, 
“and when that happens everybody will forget that 
| ever didn’t have the belt. The important thing is 
that | never lost it in the ring and there isn’t a man 
in the world who can say he beat Rick Rude.” 

To me, London was the perfect place for 
Rude's return. The people in the States long ago 
proved they can’t appreciate and have no idea 
how to measure Rude’s sublime skills. Here, 
where the sports fans appreciate soccer and 


cricket, they can recognize the subtleties of 
Rude’s greatness: the quick step in an opposite 
direction, the slight change in execution of a 
move, the way every hair is in place, every ‘’ is 
dotted and every ‘t’ is crossed. 

Those of you who think Rude spent his time 
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away from the ring sitting around and getting fat 
are even more ignorant than | thought. Rude 
spent his time getting better, if that's possible, and 
he also spent it getting angrier. But it’s a cool, 
calm, collected anger that boils inside of Rude. It’s 
the anger of a man who has never received his 
just due. That happens too often in this country. 

In the moments prior to Rude’s return, you 
could see the adrenaline building, the mind 


working, and the 
superiority shining 
through. Somebody once 
asked me if it would be 
great to have Lex Luger 
and Rick Rude as a team. 
| appreciated the thought 
and the insight, but there 
is only room for one of 
each in any federation. 

WCW belongs to Rude. Anyone who doubted 
him is in for a rude awakening more painful than 
the man himself ever delivered. 

He's alive, well, and better than before. 
Imagine that. 


Rick Rude has been pounding 
on Sting (far left) since his 
arrival in WCW under the 
management of Paul E. 
Dangerously (above). Without 
Paul E. and Madusa around, the 
“Ravishing One” appears to be 
more focused. 
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How The Fans Demolished 
His Fighting Spirit 
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Crush definitely had 
potential. He was on his 
way to becoming one of 
the great young 
rulebreakers in the sport. 


becomes like an elected official, serving at their 
whim.” 

In 1989, when Crush started on his road to 
prominence in the Pacific Northwest area, 
wrestlers like The Grappler saw that Crush cared 
only about satisfying his own whims. Grappler 
recalled a wrestler who wanted to take what talent 
he had and mold himself into a champion. 

“Every day you see kids who are hungry and 


who say they'll do this or do that,” Grappler 


related. ‘It's usually just so much blustering. With Crush has, at times, 


Then he did something 


oy, Crush, though, | felt like here was somebody who looked terrific against 
very stupid: He started wasn't just bragging. He had the tools to back it pactaey opr ak 
i i i Hee never riciize his full 
listening to the fans. Their That year, Crush and Grappler won the PNW potential on his 
cheers made this tag team title from Rex King and Steve Doll. They present course. 


powerhouse so weak that 
he'll never again be the 
man he was. 


By Chris Bernucca 


O ONE HERE doubts that Crush has all 

the skills to be an excellent wrestler and 

a long-reigning champion. No one 

denies that for that past several years 
Crush has been one of the toughest competitors 
in the sport. 

“| think that this young man is certainly 
capable of winning any title he wants,” said one of 
his ex-trainers, who requested anonymity when 
he discovered what publication was doing this 
story. “I think if Crush receives the right training 
and concentrates on doing what has brought him 
this far, he'll do all right.” 

However, Crush hasn't come through on his 
promise. He hasn't become the man we thought 
he would. To put it kindly, he’s been a bust. We'll 
leave the harsher words out of these pages. 

He's been a bust because he did the one thing 
that kills the spirit and the resolve of every 
wrestler who has ever shown any promise. He 
started listening to the fans. And when a wrestler 
starts listening to the fans, he stops thinking for 
himself. 

“The phenomenon is common to wrestling,” 
said the noted sports psychologist Sidney M. 
Basil. “A man may decide that a certain path is 
better for his career, but taking into account the 
fans’ view, he chooses another route. He 
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he returned to the Pacific Northwest, but 
he did so vowing to drive rulebreakers Rip 
Oliver and Billy Jack Haynes out of the 
area. The outlook that WWF fans would 
see later against Doink was beginning to 
take shape in Portland, Oregon. 

He did, however, do something that 
pointed out how brutal and relentless he 
could be. On October 12, 1991, he 
defeated Oliver to win the heavyweight 
title. In the process, he used a full-nelson 
to break Oliver's neck. 

“That was an amazing sight, and one 
of the scariest things I've ever seen,” said 
Jesse Barr. “Crush had this look in his 
eyes that said, back off! | promised that 
night I'd stay as far away from the guy as 
possible.” 

Despite his capacity for nastiness, 
Crush continued to insist the fans have a 

voice in his career. 
When he returned 
to the WWF last 
year, he 
’ courted the 
crowd's favor, 
even 


Crush has the strength to only held the belts for six weeks, but Grappler 
be one of the sport's felt confident that the experience Crush 
greats, but he did not gained would serve him well in future ring 
have the wherewithal to wars. 

anticipate the attack from Crush also enjoyed success on the PNW 


Doink the Clown. Quite 
obviously, he is distracted 
by the fans. 


singles circuit, but by then he had been 
noticed by Ax and Smash of Demolition. They 
were looking for someone who could fill in for 
Ax, who wanted to spend more time 
strategizing and less time wrestling. 

For Crush, this would finally be his 
chance to shine. He not only would 
be competing in a major federation, 
but he had two veterans willing to 
absorb the flak while he contended with the 
best tag team wrestlers in the WWF. 

Demolition quickly and easily incorporated 
Crush into the fold. He helped them hold on 
to the WWF World tag team belts. At 
SummerSlam '91, they lost the title to The 
Hart Foundation, but, Ax remembers, that did 
not crush Crush, 

“He was pretty low-key about losing,” Ax 
said. “He took the whole thing as a learning 
experience. | do remember, though, getting 
the sense that he wouldn't stay in the WWF 
for much longer.” 

Ax did not realize it then, but that loss sent 
Crush on a path toward his demise. In 1991, 
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requesting their permission to use his “neadcrush’” 
finishing maneuver. 

Undeniably, Crush has been winning his 
matches. He successfully concluded a feud with 
his old partner Smash, who had become Repo 
Man. He hotly pursued and defeated Doink, who 
had put him out of action for weeks following a 
blindside attack with a false armcast. 

Nevertheless, that attack proved that Crush’s 
downfall is for real. The old Crush never would 
have allowed that to happen. He would have taken 
that phony cast and shoved it down Doink’s throat. 

That meanness is gone. That aggressiveness 
has left him. 

Crush has turned to mush. 

The story doesn't have to end there. We 
suggest to Crush that he take some time off and 
think about what makes him the wrestler he is. 
We'll bet that with serious introspection, he'll 
realize the fans have had little to do with his 
Success. 

All indications are that he'll ignore the 
admonition. At the moment, he’s on his way up 
and he won't want to do anything that upsets that 
momentum. 0 


As a member of Demolition in 1990, Crush applies a bearhug against Marty 


Jannetty (top right). Today, he is just as likely to give him a friendly hug. 
Crush began to lose his edge in 1992, wrestling such men as “Playboy” 
Buddy Rose in the Pacific Northwest (above). In 1993, this once-promising 
superstar is nothing but a big headache to his former supporters (right). 
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Confessions Of A Former Fan Favorite 


GRIAN PILLAR 


(FINALLY) 


SPEAKS HONESTLY 


Outside the ring, Brian Pillman has barely changed. 


h 


But inside, he has traded in his white hat for a 
world championship belt—and he has no regrets at all 


By Eddie Ellner 
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RO WRESTLING'S BIGGEST selling 

point lies in its ability to pair opposites 
against each other, to render a complicated 
world into simple, easy-to-root-for categories 
of Good vs. Evil. 

But, as many wrestlers will tell you, it's 
not as simple as handing out black and white 
hats. 

Five years ago, Brian Pillman arrived on 
the mat scene, a freshly scrubbed pile of 
curly hair and a row of sparkling white teeth. 
“| was as naive as the fans,” Pillman 
remembers, “in thinking that all fan favorites 
were good guys, while the rulebreakers were 
a pile of garbage.” 

What Pillman quickly discovered was that 
many of the wrestlers who made their living 
pandering to the fans in public would snub 
those same fans when the red light on the 
TV camera was off. 

“The hypocrisy was downright sickening,” 
Pillman recalls. “At least if you don't give a 
hoot about the fans, have the courage to be 
honest with them—and with yourself.” 

For Pillman, who was struggling with his 
skills and his identity, it created a lot of 
confusion when promoters started touting 
him as the sport's next big-time “Pretty Boy.” 

“| was cast for the role before | knew 
whether | wanted to audition,” he says now, 
fully rehabilitated. “In the preliminary ranks, 


promoters wield absolute power. You're a 
sacrificial lamb in the ring, going against proven 
veterans. You have enough trouble surviving 
without having to worry about image. But all 
promoters do is cultivate image. And sometimes 
they do it at the expense of talent.” 

Pillman’s pretty looks made him a natural fan 
favorite. And promoters, as he now recalls, 
“wished” him in that direction. “Wrestling's the 
same as any other sport,” Pillman explains. “Look 
at the Raiders and the Cowboys in football, the 
Flyers and Canadiens in hockey, the Lakers and 
Pistons in basketball. Flip sides of the same coin. 
The team cultivates an image that best suits their 
needs. It’s not necessarily the way it really is. 
You're not going to tell me every Raider is a big, 
bad dude while the Cowboys are all milk and 
honey. 

“When a promoter sees a young, good-looking 
guy with talent, he is going to suggest to him that 
wrestling as a fan favorite has certain advantages. 
If giving them a good-looking guy they can cheer 
for will do it, then so be it.” 

Pillman feels those days are over for good. 

“There used to be this perceived advantage to 
becoming a fan favorite,” he says. “Aside from the 
obvious, like having the fans cheer for you, there 
were other, more tangible lures.” 

Pillman claims he was told by several veterans 
that referees were less likely to penalize a fan 
favorite for a rules infraction than they would a 
rulebreaker. Also, he said, fan favorites stood to 
make a good bit of change from autograph shows, 
T-shirt sales, and other money-making 
opportunities where popularity counts. To young 
wrestlers, always looking to make some extra 
pocket money, the small perks were important. 

“Some of the guys | broke in with made 
conscious decisions to be ‘good’ because we felt 
there was an economic advantage to it. Believe 
me, they were not good. For every Rick 
Steamboat, who |'m not afraid to admit really is a 
good human being and couldn't break the rules if 
he tried, there are 10 Cactus Jacks. But the reality 
is that the sport is changing, and changing for the 
better.” 

Simply put, Pillman claims, Bad is Good. 

“Rulebreakers are getting cheered just as loud 
and often as fan favorites," he says. “And as far 
as marketing opportunities go, the sky’s the limit. 
The existence of this magazine is proof of that. A 
few years ago, there wouldn't have been a market 
for a magazine devoted to rulebreakers. Now, I'd 
be surprised if it doesn’t become the top-selling 
magazine in the sport. Let's face it, it's cool to 
wear black these days.” 

When asked if the shoe hasn't simply been 


placed on the other foot, that young wrestlers 
might now be pressured into turning bad, Pillman 
quickly responds. 

“Now the reality is wrestlers are free to be 
what they want, without wondering if they've made 


With the referee’s attention 
diverted by the action in the 


ring, Pillman seizes the 


the right decisions. They can concentrate on the opportunity to assist his tag 
ring and let the other things take care of team partner, Steve Austin, 
themselves.” against Shane Douglas. 


Pillman uses his own case 
as a telling example. 

“For the first time in my 
career I'm being myself,” he 
explains. “What happens to 
wrestlers who allow 
themselves to be manipulated 
is very subtle, but very 
dangerous. When | suddenly 
started getting popular, | wasn’t 
just Brian Pillman, a wrestler 
trying to win a match, | was 
‘Flyin’ Brian,’ who had to 
maintain a standard of 
behavior and try to win a match 
a certain way. 

“There were times in the 
ring when | saw a tremendous 
opening for an eye gouge or a 
right hook, but | had bought 
into my image so much that | 
hesitated. I'd ask myself, How 
would the fans react if | took 
advantage of my opponent, if | let go with apunch Matches against Austin convinced 
or tossed someone over the top rope?’ Pillman that, at equal levels of 

‘The media gets attached to its labels and talent, the wrestler who breaks the 
insist that the Pillmans and Stings win their rules has a major advantage. 
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matches cleanly, while it's okay for the Vaders to 
draw blood. | decided that’s a crock. I'll wrestle to 
win, and that's all there is to it.” For most of his 
career, Pillman won cleanly but found himself 
stuck in the syrupy goo of his smile. 


the ring,” Austin says. “It's a pleasure to see Brian 
utilizing his entire potential. We are real and we 
are dangerous—and we are here to stay.” 

Pillman insists the change in ring persona 
hasn't affected his personality. 


“| still hold doors for women and visit sick 
children in hospitals,” he sighed. “But in the ring, 
I'm nobody's fool. If the fans can't stand me 
because of it, then to hell with them.” 

Spoken like a true champion. 5 


“| was light heavyweight 
champion of the world and felt like 
| had no future,” he says, 
fingering his WCW World tag 
team belt. “Now | know who | am 


Pillman has some 
respect for Rick 
Steamboat (left) 
because his good- 
guy image is not 
phony. A low point 
for Pillman was 
when WCW 
outlawed moves 
from the top rope 
(vs. Bobby Eaton, 
below). He has a 
brilliant future. 


“Flyin’” Brian jars 
Rick Morton with a 
savate kick 
(above). Ironically, 
Morton turned 
rulebreaker, found 
success, and then 
reverted back to 
his wimpy old self. 


Dustin Rhodes is all 
choked up over 
Pillman’s attitude 
change. If Dustin got 
smart and jumped, 


and where | am going. I'm comfortable 
with my identity.” 

Critics and fans alike are confounded 
by the team of Pillman and Steve Austin. 
he’d probably get a Young, brash, skilled, athletic, 
whuppin’ from his handsome—prototype fan favorites, right? 
dad. “Wrestlers who mistake us for nice 
guys in the ring are in for a rough night in 
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Rick Steamboat 


Okay, we know what you're thinking. 
You're wondering why a magazine called 
Wrestling 93: Rulebreaker is featuring an 
interview with Rick Steamboat, the 
consummate fan favorite. Unlike his peers, 
Steamboat has reached the pinnacle of this 
sport without ever resorting to rulebreaking 
tactics. This is a man who has been an NWA 
World tag team champion, the NWA U.S. 
heavyweight champion, the WWF 
Intercontinental champion, and yes, the 
WCW World heavyweight champion without 
ever raking his opponent's eyes, pulling his 
tights, or blasting him in the face with a 
foreign object. Amazing? Yes. Disgusting? 

Hell, yes! 
Rick Steamboat represents everything 
we at this magazine despise. He is the 
complete antithesis of this magazine's 
premise. Night after night, he shows a 
degree of courage by competing against 
men who will resort to any tactics to pin his 
shoulders to the mat. However, he never has 
the true grit to shed his sickening sense of 
sportsmanship and return the favor. 
Last year, while feuding with Rick 
Rude over the U.S. title, Steamboat 
suffered a broken nose, as well as 
several other lacerations and contusions, 
at the hands of Paul E. Dangerously's 
blessed Dangerous Alliance. Furthermore, 
Dangerously confronted “The Dragon” with 
charges of stalking Madusa, not exactly 
behavior becoming an athlete who prides 
himself on being a family man. 

Despite all these attacks on both his well- 
being and character, Steamboat has insisted 
on remaining a gentleman, never once 
letting loose like a real man would have. 
Sure, he beat Rude at Beach Blast in the 


“Ironman Challenge” match, but what did it prove? 
It was a non-title bout that left Steamboat a winner 
without a belt. What kind of winner is that? 

Okay, we'll give credit where credit is due. 
Steamboat added yet another title to his resume 
when he and Shane Douglas pulled the upset of 
the decade by dethroning Barry Windham and his 
punk of a partner for the WCW World tag team 
title last November. The duo proved themselves 
unworthy of the title and soon lost the straps to 
the more determined Steve Austin and Brian 
Pillman. 

Despite his recent loss, the hopelessly naive 
Steamboat gladly agreed to sit down with Joey 
Styles for what he thought would be another in a 
series of countless interviews he has given to our 
family of magazines. But WRESTLING 93: 
RULEBREAKER is unlike our other magazines. 
Steamboat had no idea what he was in for, and 
Styles came away with a classic ambush interview 
that would do 60 Minutes proud. 


WRESTLING 93: Rick, thanks for taking the 
time to meet with me today. I’ve never had the 
pleasure of meeting you and | must say it’s an 
honor. 

RICK STEAMBOAT: Thank you, Joey. 
Although we've never met, | did catch you doing 
television blow by blow for the NAWA last 
summer, You seemed to be a decent young man, 
So | figured I'd sit down with you. 

WRESTLING 93: That's very kind of you, Rick. 
By the way, have you heard me on the Pro 
WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED Hotline? 

STEAMBOAT: No, | don't have much time 
while I'm on the road, but I've always had a good 
working relationship with your family of 
magazines, so | know how you guys operate. 

WRESTLING 93: Well, Rick, let’s get right to 
it. Now that you and Shane Douglas have failed to 
regain the tag team championship from Steve 
Austin and Brian Pillman, what do you foresee in 
your immediate future? 

STEAMBOAT: Uh, | wouldn't exactly say 
we've failed. We've won a few matches by 
countout and disqualification. In fact, it almost 
seems that Austin and Pillman are running 
scared. They'll resort to any tactics to hold on to 
those titles. It’s kind of a disgrace, if you ask me. 
Right now, they're wearing both the NWA and 
WCW tag team belts and they don’t seem to have 
enough respect for themselves to defend the titles 
honorably. 

WRESTLING 93: Of course, you would never 
sink to such depths in order to hold on to a title, 
right? 

STEAMBOAT: Never. 


WRESTLING 93: Well then, that might explain 
why they're wearing championship gold and 
you're not. 

STEAMBOAT: | don't think so, Joey. I've held 
my share of titles over the years, and I'm proud to 
say that | won and defended them all without 
hiding behind the fact that | could lose the match 
but not the title. A true champion doesn't climb 
into the ring thinking of ways to hold on to his belt. 
He is intent on pinning his opponent and proving 


that he’s the better man. Guys like Pillman and 
Austin will never understand that. 

WRESTLING 93: No, they'll just keep on 
collecting the champion’s purse while you scold 
them for being bad little boys. 

STEAMBOAT: I’m not so sure | like your 
attitude, or your tone of voice. Are you trying to 
make a point? 

WRESTLING 93: Not at all. Look Rick, !’m 
sorry. It's my first interview and I'd be lying to you 
if | said | wasn’t a bit nervous. After all, you're one 
of the all-time greats, a former world heavyweight 
champion. Speaking of which, do you have plans 


It takes a man like 
Brian Pillman, a 
converted fan 
favorite, to drive 
Steamboat to such 
extreme measures. By 
the time this interview 
was over, he almost 
did the same to Joey 


Styles. 
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This might be okay if it’s Ricky 
Jr., but Steve Austin weighs 
241 pounds! Steamboat is 
beginning to cave in under the 
pressure of having been the 
sport's paragon of probity for 
the past 17 years. 
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of making another run for the big one? 
STEAMBOAT: Absolutely. Anyone who 
doesn't have aspirations of wearing a world title 
will never succeed in this sport. You constantly 
have to set new goals for yourself and go after 
what you want. It's that competitive spirit that 
makes a champion. Take a look at Dustin 
Rhodes. From the second he first laced up his 


boots, he wanted to be a champion. He trained 
long and hard, paced himself, and eventually he 
captured the World tag team championship when 
he and | took the titles from Am Anderson and 
Larry Zbyszko. To be honest, Dustin would a have 
been a champion that evening regardless of my 
help. He and | had never trained together until 
noon that day. He and Barry Windham would 
have had no problem winning the belts. Even 
when he and Barry lost the belts to Shane and 
myself, it didn’t take him very long to become a 


champion again. 

WRESTLING 93: Let's talk about you guys 
winning the belts from Rhodes and Windham last 
November. You had taken a pretty good shot to 
the groin and were obviously unable to continue. 
All Rhodes had to do was cover you for the pin 
and the match would have been history. But he 
had to be a beacon of sportsmanship and let you 
recover. Minutes later, he was an ex-champ. A 
chump. 

STEAMBOAT: | would hardly call him a 
chump. He did what he thought was right. 
Championship or not, that night Dustin Rhodes 
gained my lifelong friendship and respect. 

WRESTLING 93: Wow. That and a quarter 
will buy him a cup of coffee. Not a hot cup of 
coffee, but what the hell, right? 

STEAMBOAT: Okay, Joey, that was 
completely uncalled for. | don't care if this is your 
first interview or not. | don’t need to sit here and 
listen to... 

WRESTLING 93: I'm sorry, Rick, | really am. 
It's just that | never agreed with Dustin's actions 
that night. | thought he could have kept the 
championship and your friendship. Then again, 
I'm not in the ring every night like you are. | had 
no business making a judgment like that. | won't 
let it happen again. 

STEAMBOAT: Forget it. Let's just change the 
subject. 

WRESTLING 93: Gladly. You talked about 
Dustin winning the U.S. title. Strangely enough, 
you were the last man in that tournament with him 
after WCW robbed “Ravishing” Rick Rude of his 
belt. 

STEAMBOAT: | wouldn’t say Rude was 
robbed. I'd say he was stripped of the belt 
because he failed to defend it within the 30-day 
period allotted by the WCW Championship 
Committee. 

WRESTLING 93: | beg your pardon, Rick, but 
months before, when WCW World champion Sting 
suffered cracked ribs at the hands of the 
awesome Big Van Vader, WCW waived the 30- 
day rule so their boy could keep the title. I'd just 
like to see a little consistency from the stuffed 
suits down in Atlanta. 

STEAMBOAT: Look, Joey, | don't know what 
your gripe with WCW is, but | didn’t come here 
today to talk about the politics of wrestling. 

WRESTLING 93: So you admit that fan 
favorites like Sting, Dustin Rhodes, and yourself 
have been politically protected by wrestling 
executives for years? 

STEAMBOAT: No. I'm saying | don’t want to 
talk about what goes on in executive offices. | 
want to talk about what happens in the ring. Can 


you understand that? 

WRESTLING 93: Absolutely. Let's get back to 
the U.S. title tournament. You and Rhodes met in 
the final match for that title. In your own words, 
how do you remember that match? 

STEAMBOAT: | felt very confident going into 
the final. Although | had spent all of my time 
defending the tag team titles with Shane, | kept 
reminding myself of my accomplishments as a 
singles wrestler. | knew Dustin was relatively 
young, and that meant | could use my edge in 
experience to overcome a younger and larger 
opponent. Dustin and | exchanged holds and 
counterholds. | was actually a little surprised at 
how much ring savvy he had for his age. Anyway, 
we had been at it for about 15 minutes when we 
collided and | spilled out of the ring. While the 
referee was attending to Dustin, Barry Windham 
came running from the locker room and DDT’d me 
on the floor. | was unconscious after that, but 
afterward, | saw the tape. | had no chance of 
beating the count back into the ring. The referee 
could have counted to 100. 

WRESTLING 93: How did it feel when Barry 
came barreling from the back and planted your 
head into the cement? 

STEAMBOAT: What? 

WRESTLING 93: What! mean is, did you feel 
you were cheated out of your chance at the title? 

STEAMBOAT: Of course | felt cheated. | was 
wrestling a great match. | had no doubt | could 
have won the U.S. title that night. In fact, | was 
sure | was going to take the belt from Rude, but | 
kept getting mugged by Paul E. Dangerously’s 
goons. 

WRESTLING 93: That reminds me. You had 


lots of problems with The Dangerous Alliance 
when they tried to take over WCW. Was it 
frustrating trying to wrest the U.S. title from Rude 
while the rest of the Alliance ran interference? 

STEAMBOAT: You can’t imagine how 
exasperating it gets wrestling your heart out night 
after night only to have someone like Madusa 
interfere in all your matches. | felt as if my hands 
were tied. 


Four months of 
carrying the WCW 
and NWA tag team 
championship belts 
proved too 
exhausting for 
Shane Douglas and 
Steamboat. They lost 
the titles to Pillman 
and Austin. 


It was always fun 
to see how 
Steamboat, 
ordinarily a 
perfect gentleman, 
would contend 
with the wild 
Madusa. 
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WRESTLING 93: Speaking of the Speaking of attitudes, Ricky, you seem to be 


multitalented Madusa, she and Paul E. made getting a little hot. What's the problem? 

some allegations that you were following her STEAMBOAT: Are you kidding me? I've been 

around. Any truth to those charges? doing these interviews since you were in diapers. 
STEAMBOAT: | really don’t think we need to Never before have | been subjected to this kind of 

get into this. abuse. It's disgusting! What's this all about? Did 


WRESTLING 93: | do. 
So, what was it exactly 
that attracted you to 
Madusa? Her beautiful 
blue eyes? Her long legs? 
Her perfectly shaped ... 

STEAMBOAT: That's 
enough. What's going on 
here, Styles? How could 
you ask me a ridiculous 
question like that? You're 
nothing like the guy | saw 


“The Dragon” can work in the air 0" television? 


and on the mat, with his right WRESTLING 93: 
hand or with his left. He’s good, Yeah, I’m the same guy ... 
but he’s oh, so self-righteous. with a different attitude. 


that jerk Eddie Eliner put you up to this? 

WRESTLING 93: Now that you mention it, the 
man running this magazine, Mr. Eddie Ellner, did 
give me this assignment. 

STEAMBOAT: What magazine? 

WRESTLING 93: Oh, haven't you heard? Our 
company is putting out a new magazine. It's called 
WRESTLING 93: RULEBREAKER. | guess you're SO 
busy traveling that you didn’t get a chance to see 
our first issue. Oh, well, we thought it was about 
time for something different. What do you think? 

STEAMBOAT: | think I’m about to lose my 
cool, Styles. Why on earth would you interview me 
for a magazine called “Wrestlin’ Rulebreakers,” or 
whatever you call it? 

WRESTLING 93: Just thought the fans should 
see how simple it is to outsmart a milk-drinking, 
goody-goody boy scout like you. See you later, 
sucker. 

STEAMBOAT: Jerk. 5 
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December 1983/COLOR PINUP: Wahoo 


boat, Hansen, DiBiase. 

January 1984/COLOR PINUP: Harley 
Race. Rick Martel, Snuka, Freebirds, Dil- 
lon, Sawyer. 

February 1984/COLOR PINUP: Jim Gar- 
vin & Sunshine. Greg Valentine, Super 
Destroyer, Race, Sawyer, Abdullah. 
June 1984/COLOR PINUP: Dick Slater. 
Ted DiBiase, Wrestling ||, Magnum T.A., 
Patera, Hogan, 

duly 1984/COLOR PINUP; Paul Ellering, 
Jimmy Valiant, JYD, Fab Ones, Gagne, 
Windham, 

August 1984/COLOR PINUP: Stan Han- 
sen. Jerry Lawler, Sullivan, Slaughter, 
Blackwell & Patera, Flair. 


October 1984/COLOR PINUP: Billy Jack. 
Kerry Von Erich, Martel, Blanchard, Fabu- 


lous Blonds, Armstrong. 

November 1984/COLOR PINUP: Rick 
Martel. Sgt. Slaughter, Von Erich, Road 
Warriors, Windham, Rotundo. 

January 1985/COLOR PINUP: Tito San- 
tana. Road Warriors, Billy Jack, Hayes, 
1984 fan ballot. 


February 1985/COLOR PINUP: Magnum 


T.A. Rick Martel, Hogan, Backlund, 
Ellering. 
April 1985/COLOR PINUP: Ronnie Gar- 


vin, Jimmy Snuka, Warriors, Gordy, Flair, 


Rhodes, 

September 1985/COLOR PINUP: Junk- 
yard Dog. Magnum T.A, Von Erich, Ho- 
gan, AWA scouting reports. 


October 1985/COLOR PINUP; Chris Ad- 


ams. Rick Steamboat, Warriors, Nikita, 
WWF scouting reports. 


February 1986/COLOR PINUP: Nikita Ko- 


loff. Mike Von Erich, Warnors, Santana, 
Taylor, Barbarian, Race. 
June 1986/COLOR PINUP: Kevin Von 


Erich. Hulk Hogan, Adams, Duggan, Scott 


Hall. 

July 1986/COLOR PINUP: King Kong 
Bundy. R & R Express, Hall and Hennig, 
Ventura, Warriors. 

August 1986/COLOR PINUP: Dusty 


Rhodes, Randy Savage, Lugar ys. Rate, 


Blanchard vs, Flair, Rude. 

October 1986/COLOR PINUP: John 
Studd. Nikita Koloff, Savage vs, Bundy, 
Landell, Flair vs. Lugar, Simpson. 
November 1986/COLOR PINUP: Baby 


Doll, British Bulldogs, Von Erich, Hansen, 


Gordy, Flair-Tully-Arn-Ole. 


January 1987/COLOR PINUP: Fabulous 


Freebirds. Roddy Piper, Nikita vs, T.A., 
Snuka, Simpson. 
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McDaniel, Dusty Rhodes, Hayes, Steam- 


February 1987/COLOR PINUP; Savage 
& Elizabeth. UWF Tournament, T.A.. 
Baby Doll, Hogan vs. Orndorff. 

May 1987/COLOR PINUP: Steve Wil- 
liams. Andre-Hogan, UWF Tourny, Alba- 
no, Cornette, Dynamite Kid, Kerry. 

June 1987/COLOR PINUP; Hulk Hogan. 
Magnum T.A., Can-Ams, Warriors, Free- 
birds, Hall. 

July 1987/COLOR PINUP: Midnight 
Rockers. Steamboat-Savage, Luger, 
Duggan, Garvins, Sting. 


& Precious. Hogan-Andre, Warriors, 
Windhan-Flair, Gordy, Bigelow. 


ase. Ric Flair, Williams, Rockers, Hogan 
vs. Steamboat, NWA & WWF. 


4} gan, Windham. 


gan & Ventura, Zbyszko, 
February 1988/COLOR PINUP: Ronnie 


Erichs, Freebirds. 
April 1988/COLOR PINUP: Rick Martel. 
Lex Luger, Flair-Garvin, Kerry, Survivor 
Series, Iron Sheik. 


Hart. 
June 1988/COLOR PINUP: Tully Blan- 


ers, Bunkhouse Stampede. 

July 1988/COLOR PINUP: Curt Hennig, 
Hogan vs. Andre, Express vs. Rockers, 
Beefcake, Perez, Rotundo-Sting 
August 1988/COLOR PINUP: AI Perez. 
Savage & Hogan, Gilbert-Lawler, Four 
Horsemen, Kerry Von Erich. 

November 1988/COLOR PINUP; The 
Midnight Express. Hogan, Rhodes, Ex- 
press, Powers of Pain. 

December 1988/COLOR PINUP: Hack- 
saw Duggan. Four Horsemen, Brody, 
Bigelow, Garvin, Precious. 

January 1989/COLOR PINUP: Barry 
Windham, Hogan-Savage-Elizabeth, 
Warriors, Sting. 

February 1989/COLOR PINUP: Jake 
Roberts. Luger, Hogan-Savage, Kevin 
Von, Beefcake-Bass 


Savage, Dangerously, Muraco, Turner, 
Powers. 
June 1989/COLOR PINUP: Rick Steam- 


zko, Rhodes. 


July 1991/P/NUP: Brian Pillman. COLOR 
FEATURES: Hogan, Luger, Demolition, 
Embry, Horsemen-Vicious, 

October 1991/PINUP: Lex Luger. COL- 
OR FEATURES: Justice, Hogan-Slaugh- 


August 1987/COLOR PINUP: Jim Garvin 
October 1987/COLOR PINUP: Ted DiBi- 


November 1987/COLOR PINUP: George 
Steele. Nikita Koloff, Warriors, Harts, Ho- 


January 1988/COLOR PINUP: The Road 
Warriors. Ted DiBiase, Flair-Garvins, Ho- 


Garvin. Randy Savage, Garvin-Fiair, Von 


May 1988/COLOR PINUP: Sting. Andre, 
Valentine-Beeicake, Flair, Cornette, Owen 


chard, Hulk Hogan, Muraco, Perez, Rock- 


December 1990/PINUP: Sting. COLOR 

FEATURES; Legion of Doom, Kerry, 

Slaughter, Doom, Horsemen. 

January 1991/PINUP: Kerry Von Erich. 

COLOR FEATURES: WWF vs. 

NWA, Hogan, Hansen, Sting, Sherri. 

February 1991/PINUP: 1991 calendar 

COLOR FEATURES: Scott Steiner, Vi- 

cious vs. Luger, Rhodes vs, DiBiase. 

April 1991/PINUP: Tom Zenk. COLOR 

FEATURES: Sgt. Slaughter, Hogan & 

Warrior, Magnum T.A., Lawler-Gilbert 

May 1991/PINUP: Arn Anderson, COLOR 

April 1989/COLOR PINUP: Rick Steiner. ae Hogan, Rude, Flair-Sting, 
Sz. 

June 1991/PINUP; Hacksaw Duggan. 

COLOR FEATURES; Hogan, Doom, 


boat, Hogan vs. Savage, Warriors, Zbys- Horsemen, Steiner. 


Make Check Payable And Send To: 


ter, Windham, Williams 


November 1991/PINUP: Bobby Eaton, 
COLOR FEATURES: Savage & Eliza- 
beth, Bushwhackers, Liger, Pillman. 
December 1991/PINUP: Rick Steamboat. 
COLOR FEATURES: PW/500, Simmons, 


Badd, Hogan-Fiair. 


January 1992/PINUP: Ron Simmons: 
COLOR FEATURES: Flair, R. Steiner, Ul- 


timate, Luger. 


February 1992/PINUP: 1992 calendar 


COLOR FEATURES: Hogan, Gilbert, 
Roberts-Justice, hot prospects. 

April 1992/PINUP: Ric Flair. COLOR 
FEATURES: Sting-Luger, Rockers, WWF 
Violence, Dangerous Alliance. 

May 1992/PINUP; Rick Rude. COLOR 
FEATURES: Hogan. Sting & Mula vs 
Steiners, Savage-Roberts, 


June 1992/PINUP: Dustin Rhodes. COL- 
OR FEATURES: Piper interview, Abdul- 


lah-Cactus, Flair-Savage, Justice. 

July 1992/PINUP: Randy Savage. COL- 
OR FEATURES: Best of the Best, Flair, 
U.S-Japan, Savage 

September 1992/PINUP: Nikita Koloff 
FEATURES: Justice, Sting-Savage, Back- 
Jund, Steiners, Michaels. 

October 1992/PINUP: Cactus Jack, FEA 
TURES: Savage vs. Warrior, Embry- 
Moondogs, Z-Man, Japan fire match 
November 1992/PINUP: The Ultimate 
Warrior. FEATURES; British Bulldog, Un- 
dertaker, Steiners, Honky Tonk Man 
interview. 

December 1992/PINUP: Big Van Vader 
FEATURES: PWI 500, Bassman-Nailz, 
Watt & WCW rules, Justice interview. 
January 1993/PINUP: Jeff Jarrett. FEA- 
TURES: Flair/SummerSlam, Simmons by 
Bowden, Von Erich interview. 

February 1993/PINUP: Curt Hennig, FEA- 
TURES: Ramon, Snuka-Muraco, Rude, 
Rhodes, Roberts interview 

April 1993/PINUP: Barry Windham. FEA- 
TURES: Steiners, Backlund, Sting-Muta, 
Hawk-Sasaki. 

May 1993/PINUP: Undertaker. FEA- 
TURES; WrestleMania |X preview, Cactus 
Jack, Madusa-Shern. 

June 1993/PINUP: Razor Ramon. FEA- 


TURES: Flair, Race-Vader, Lawler-Hennig, 


Kamala, WWF's egoists 


BACK ISSUES 0 EEE 


Complete your collection of PRO 
WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED. Don’t miss out 
on the excellence that has made PW/ the 
leader in wrestling journalism. PLUS—Each 
issue contains a giant FULL-COLOR poster 
of one of your favorite wrestling stars. 
Quantities limited—order today! [NOTE: 
Cover stories noted in BOLDFACE.] 


July 1989/COLOR PINUP: Roddy Piper 
Steamboat, Hogan, Paul E., Dream Tour- 
nament, Studd, Muraco. 

August 1989/COLOR PINUP: Lex Luger, 
Hogan, Ultimate, Steamboat-Fiair, Road 
Warriors, Rhodes. 

October 1989/COLOR PINUP: Rick 
Rude. Luger vs. Hogan, Snuka, Sting, 
Lawler vs, Perez, Page. 

November 1989/COLOR PINUP: Ric 
Flair. Rhodes, Steiner, Luger vs. Steam- 
boat, Ultimate, Fuller-Jarrett, 

December 1989/COLOR PINUP; Jimmy 
Snuka, Luger, Vicious, Muta, Sting, 
Beefcake & Hogan, Tully & Arn, 

January 1990/COLOR PINUP; Sid Vi- 
cious. Ultimate, Cornette, Ross, Kerry. 
February 1990/COLOR PINUP: Bret Hart 
Lex Luger, Hogan, Hennig-Beetcake, 
Toni Adams, Woman, 

April 1990/COLOR PINUP: Dusty 
Rhodes. Ric Flair, Hennig vs, Hogan, 
Sting, Rockers, Lawler. 

May 1990/COLOR PINUP: The Great 
Multa. Hulk Hogan, Skyscrapers, R&R Ex- 
Press, Piper, Embry. 

June 1990/COLOR PINUP: Sting. Hogan 
vs. Warrior, R&R Express, Rhodes vs 
Savage, Arn vs. Sawyer. 

July 1990/COLOR PINUP; Rick Martel. 
Lex Luger, Beefcake, Skyscrapers, 
Heenan, Saito, referees. 

September 1990/PINUP: Rick & Scott 
Steiner. COLOR FEATURES: Hogan, 
Sting, Horsemen, Hennig. 

October 1990/P/NUP; Brutus Beefcake. 
COLOR FEATURES: Sting, Tugboat, Ulti- 
mate, Long, Blanchard-Orndorff. 
November 1990/PINUP: Legion of Doom 
COLOR FEATURES: Sting beats Flair, 
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The Desperate Act of A Managerial Failure 
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By Dave Rosenbaum 


OU CAN ONLY hope he's kidding, that this is 

part of some deep, dark plan devised by 
Jimmy Hart with Money Inc. to unleash the 
ultimate ambush on The Megamaniacs. What has 
happened can’t be so, but what is, must be. 

There is no evidence of any plan. What 
occurred was seemingly spontaneous, which only 
adds to the crime. Somehow, the idea of siding 
with Hulk Hogan and Brutus Beefcake 
automatically clicked into Hart's mind, which is as 
inexplicable as it is reprehensible. 

But it must be taken 
for what it is. And it is the 
desperate act of a man 
so unsure of his own 
abilities and his own 
destiny that he is 
constantly changing 
course, hoping he finally 
gets on the right path. 

That he is now 
headed down the wrong 
path seems of no 
concern to Hart, a 
miserable managerial 
failure who has 
committed an 
unpardonable sin against 
wrestling and himself. 
Hart is going west in an 
eastbound tunnel, and 
the lights shining in his 
face—the ones he thinks 
are spotlights—are 
actually bearing down on 
him, ready to seal his 
doom. 

Is there an excuse for what he did? No. 

Is there a reason? 

There is a reason for everything. There is a 
reason for this. Carefully examine Hart's career. 
Plot the ups and downs, and especially pay 
attention to the periods between the greatest rises 
and the worst falls. The only reachable conclusion 
is that Hart has not been a success, and his latest 
failure is not his first. 

To recap the hideous series of events that 
brought us to this point: Brutus Beefcake returned 
to wrestling after a three-year absence—a 
vacation for the rest of us—and challenged the 
entire federation. 

Irwin R .Schyster and Ted DiBiase called his 
bluff. 

Beefcake later proceeded to endure the 
beating a man of his arrogance and stupidity 


positively deserved. Take on the world and the 
world will take on you. Ask to get squashed and 
squashed you will get. IRS and DiBiase were 
merely granting his request when Hart, their 
manager, appeared on the scene. 

He was not there to help. He was there to 
interfere, Basically, Hart intended to stop the 
party, but Money Inc. wouldn't let him. 

The following week, we were treated to the 
second repulsive act in as many Mondays: the 
return of Hulk Hogan. The “Hulkster,” still as 
egotistical and self-serving as ever, announced he 
was forming The Megamaniacs with Beefcake, 
__and that Hart 
1 would be their 
manager. By 
then, none of 
this was a 
surprise. Hart 

zal Was already 
wearing the 
yellow clothes 
of a traitor. 

Now we 
have the crime. 
Let's examine 
the motives. 

Why would 
Hart want to 
leave Money 
Inc.? The WWF 
World tag team 
champions 
were Clearly 
the dominant 


bea Hart 

wears money on his 
sleeves. Deceit 
cloaks his soul. 


There is no reason 


fo mourn a man 


who constantly 


turned his back on 


the teams he was 


paid fo manage, 


and found himself 


breaking bread in 


the enemy camp 


Jimmy Hart sold out big-time when he forged his alliance with Brutus Beefcake and 
Hulk Hogan (top). It was shocking to see Hart try to stop IRS from attacking Beefcake 
with the metal briefcase (above). 
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team in the federation and figured to dominate for 
along time. Here’s the catch: DiBiase and 
Schyster no longer needed Hart and were already 
ignoring him when the split happened. 

Money Inc. realized what other wrestlers 
already knew-Hart is a money-swallowing, fee- 
grabbing leech who lends absolutely no 
knowledge or expertise to anyone. But they were 
going to be nice guys. They planned on letting 
Hart suck along for the ride. 

Hart, however, got paranoid and stopped 
believing in Money Inc. He couldn't comprehend 
how any team he was associated with could 
possibly be a success for more than a few hours 
or days. This was something new to Hart, who 
actually got the scary thought he had something 
to do with Money Inc.’s success. 

He couldn't be more wrong. Hart's nomad 
mentality took over, and he decided to go where 
his reputation would be fresh, and where he could 
Hart may have _ work his non-magic on a new team. He went for 
led The Nasty _the spotlight, the glory, and the money. He sided 
vote 4 with Hogan, the most unforgivable disgrace. 

7 tag ep So What has Hart accomplished in his career? He 
buthe selfishly turned his back on The Natural Disasters and The 
)\ ditched them: Nasty Boys when better offers came along. At 
least he had the decency to remain true to himself 
and his peers. 

In one of his greatest moments, he helped 
engineer The Hart Foundation’s win over The 
British Bulldogs for the World tag belts. That glory 
didn’t last long, either, and the Foundation 
eventually gave Hart the heave-ho. 


His conscience didn’t bother him at 
all when he turned his new team, 
Money Inc., against the Nasties. 


All was well in the hours leading up fo Hart's split with IRS and DiBiase at WWF's 
Monday Night Raw. If Vince McMahon knew that the events fo come would mean the 
eventual return of Hulk Hogan, he’d probably be smiling. 
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In 1987, The Honky Tonk Man scored one of 
the greatest upsets ever when he beat Rick 
Steamboat for the Intercontinental title. Hart 
helped Honky Tonk on that night, and hurt him 
thereafter. The powers-that-be didn’t believe in 
Honky Tonk and neither did Hart. To Hart, Honky 
Tonk was a joke, an Elvis impersonator in 
wrestling tights. Honky Tonk was fighting hard to 
rid himself of this image, but Hart did nothing to 
help. He just stood by and collected paycheck 
after paycheck, contributing absolutely nothing to 
Honky Tonk’s cause. 

In some places, Hart would be called a 
prostitute. In this magazine, we will merely call 
him a failure and a traitor. 

Loyalty is the greatest virtue a man can 
possess. Differences of opinion are meaningless 
when men are true to themselves. A man aware 
of his values Could never manage Money Inc. 
one day and join Hulk Hogan the next. 

A desperate man does it with no trouble 
at allio 


aj Even though The Honky Tonk Man was a talented wrestler (left), 
Hart was determined fo perpetuate the Elvis image because that 
served his purposes (above). 


After all the grief Hogan caused him over the years, Hart still 
maintains that his goal was to wear the yellow and red 
“Hulkamania” colors. Ugh! 
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billy Blodk-ts dnew-breed They may not be 
ie | household names, but 
gen i a these mauling mat 
mavens are making 
news and noise 


wherever they appear. 


These are the brutal 
battlers that will be 
tomorrow's WWF or 
WCW stars... perhaps 
before 1993 comes 


to a close! 

By Joey Styles 

«C OU KNOW WHAT irks me 
about the WWF?" griped 
wrestling fan Bill Swanton as 
he stormed out of Madison 


Square Garden. ‘It's the same faces over 
and over again in the same matches. | 
mean, how many times can we keep 
watching Randy Savage, Hulk Hogan, and 
Tito Santana over and over and 


over again? | hate those namby- 
pamby boot-licking morons!" 
Well, so do we. It’s obvious 
Swanton loves rulebreakers as 
much as we do, but he made a 
good point: The sport needs new 
blood—and new rulebreakers 
who'll draw blood. It’s time for a 
‘ fresh infusion of face manglers, 
butt-kickers, and bone 


crunchers. It's time for some 


new stars! 

y Actually, those new stars are 
out there; they just haven't been 
discovered yet—and that's 
where we come in. These are 


the 10 brutal barbarians who are 


sure to be stars any minute now. 
The old guard better not let their 
guard down, or else these 
ruffians will tear it down! 


Billy Black: Combine the 
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aerial skills of The Great Muta, the mean spirit of 
Terry Funk, and the cunning of Rick Martel, and 
you know everything you need to know about this 
young firebrand, a star in North Georgia and 
Japan but virtually unknown just about 
everywhere else. 

Attitude is written all over this man. That may 
have something to do with the fact that Black 
bucks the trend and simply refuses to bodybuild. 

“I've got natural athletic ability!” spit Black 
between dips of snuff. “| may not be pretty, but I’m 
like the ol’ dog that guards the hen house. You 
don’t want to mess with me or you'll get your face 
bit off.” 

Uncouth and Southern as peach cobbler, 
Black, who has less than four years experience, 
already outwrestles many maior federation stars. 
Who else can try to rip off someone’s ear and 
follow it with a moonsault? 

The Metal Maniac: This former musician is a 
rulebreaker with a difference: Everybody hates 
him, He’s somewhat of a loner because of his 
brash opinions, but that seems to be the way he 
likes it. 

“Ive been a pro for less than a year, but I've 
competed in Japan, Puerto Rico, Utah, the East 
Coast, in Global, in IWCCW, in ECW, you name 
it,” growled the Maniac in his guttural tones. “Who 
else can say they've accomplished so much in 
such a short period of time?” 


Hardly anyone. Although he’s on the short side 


Metal Moniac received formal 
training os a musician; now his 
fevorite sound is that of his 
opponent's back being slammed to 
the canvas (left). Nightstalker, who 
has made tremendous strides over 
the past year, sends a size-16 
message to former WCW World 
tag team fitle co-holder Butch Reed 
(below). 
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Sabu is a protege of the legendary Sheik; 
Tarzan Goto will tell you that he learned 
his lessons well! 


Awesome Kong uses his size in a way better 


suited to American wrestling than Yokozuna. 


Bobby Duncum Jr. is the recipient of this 
awesome slam. 
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than The Nasty Boys. 


at only 6’1", his massive 
266-pound frame boasts 
considerable power. And his 
warped mind makes him 
truly dangerous. 

“Someday, I'm gonna 
hurt somebody bad,” he 
howled. We just hope it’s not 
us! 

The Nightstalker: A few 
years ago, this 6'10” massive 
monster invaded WCW, briefly 
feuded with Sid Vicious, stumbled 
over his own feet, and impressed 
nobody. So what did Nightstalker 
do? He went back into training, 
entered Smoky Mountain, and now 
he impresses everyone—even the 
hard-to-please Jim Cornette. 

“Take it from me, this guy will be 
a major force very soon,” the 
veteran manager said. “He’s big, 
and is he mean! | saw him pick up 
Tim Horner and throw him over the 
top rope, and | mean over—never 
gave ol’ toothless Timmy the chance 
to break his fall. What a rough 
individual!” 

Right now, Nightstalker seems 
content to function as Kevin 
Sullivan’s right-hand man in raw 
sadism. When Nightstalker learns to 
think on his own ... well, don’t say 
we didn’t warn you! 

Sabu: This young Saudi star, the 
brightest protege of The Sheik, is 


: tas ars 


lan and Axi Rotten—The Bad Breed—are two of the nastiest wrestlers ever to 
come to the U.S. from England. In fact, they maintain that they are nastier 


d ah ane ¥ 


clearly among the most vicious men competing in 
Japan these days, How can mat fans not love a 
guy who takes aim at his opponent's throat with a 
baseball bat wrapped in barbed wire? 

In fact, Sabu causes so many injuries—and 
bleeds so much himself—that the thought of him 
invading U.S. federations probably gives 
matchmakers heart attacks. But there is so much 
more to Sabu, such as his mat knowledge, flying 
ability, and truly twisted mind. How twisted? Sabu 
knows two words of English. 

Awesome Kong: This former USWA 
champion is quite a flesh festival. In fact, stand 
him next to, say, Yokozuna, and you might even 
think they weigh the same, even though Kong 
weighs in at 405, 100 pounds less than Yokozuna, 

Forget that. Kong may be even more 
dangerous than Yokozuna, because Kong is 
better trained in American wrestling than is 
Yokozuna. Kong will readily sneak a comb or can 
opener into the ring to help him do some damage. 

Once, after a card was over, Kong picked up 
hapless Billy Travis and threw him into a trash 
dumpster. And Kong liked Travis! 

The Bad Breed: East Coast independent fans 
know a bit about former UIW and WIN star Axl 
Rotten, but they didn’t realize he had a just-as- 
nasty brother named lan. In fact, the Rottens’ 
rough-and-tumble style helped them win the 
Global tag team title. They remind many of The 
Nasty Boys, but don’t mention that to lan. 

“I'm so bloody sick of hearing Nastys all the 
time!” brayed the Breeder. “We're our own men! 
We have our own style! We're meaner and 
rougher than any other team has ever been!” 

With that, lan walked down a ringside aisle 


and toppled over a popcorn machine. Need more 
proof? 

Watsumi the Rising Sun: Hell of a name, 
huh? Hell of a mat star, too. This Ninja-trained 
grappler has been tearing up the East Coast with 
a lethal combination of martial arts, amazing 
speed, and cruelly calculating strategy. At 5’10" 
and 220 pounds, he’s not big, but he rarely suffers 
a pinfall defeat. And, wonder of wonders, he 
speaks English. 

“| am going to rewrite American wrestling 
history,” he insists. “Light heavyweight does not 
have to mean light on talent—or hatred. | despise 
every U.S. wrestler | get in the ring with—just on 
general principle.” 

And he proves that with every bout. 

Morgus the Maniac: We won't lie. This guy 
can't wrestle a lick. But he’s nuts—big-time 
zonkers — and that scores points in our book. He 
runs to the ring in a straitjacket. He is 
accompanied by a doctor and nurse, and even 
they can’t control him. Plus, the look in his eyes 
makes Charles Manson look like Torn Cruise. 

Here's an sample quote from Morgus as he 
tried to gouge out Mike Zane’s eye during a 
recent IWCCW card: 

“Aaaauuuggggh!” 

Our kind of guy, to be sure. 

Master of Terror: A few months ago, there 
was a USWA tag team called The Masters of 
Terror. Then, Master of Terror |! began a solo 
career. Next, Master of Terror | started his solo 
career. Now, there’s a masked man named 
Master of Terror in the USWA, and we're not even 
sure if it's | or Il. 

That doesn't matter. What does matter is that 


Watsumi is certainly a wrestler on 
the rise. For a relatively little man, 
he has big plans. 


| Morgus the Maniac isn’t much of a 
“| wrestler, but he is a major 
1 intimidator. 


this unheralded 225-pounder has 
scored victories over veterans such 
as Bill Dundee, Dan Davis, and Chris 
Michaels. He just gets in the ring, 
outwrestles the fan favorites, and 
scores the victories. 

What more can you ask? 

Flex Lavender: There's a nasty 
rumor going around, and we'd 
like to stop it right now. Flex 
Lavender doesn't resemble 
Rick Rude. He doesn’t walk like 
him, talk like him, or compete 
like him, 

Well, not that much. Sure, 
they both love themselves. But 
Lavender's real resemblance to 
Rude is in the win column. 

Anyone who's felt the brunt 
of Flex’s flying clothesline has 
never forgotten it. The colorful 
Lavender still wants a piece of 
IWCCW junior heavyweight 
champion Joe Savoldi, who 
Flex claims is ducking him for 
title matches. 

“Im going to beat spaghetti- 
legs Savoldi so bad, there’s 
going to be red sauce running 
all over New Jersey,” Lavender 
warned, 

Next time you see Lavender 
vs, Savoldi on a card, bring a 


He may not be the epitome of a sharp-dressed 
man, but Master of Terror certainly lives up to 
his name. 


Though we'd probably get an argument from some 
female fans, Flex Lavender has very little in 
common with Rick Rude. 
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ulk Hogan won 

the WWF World 

title the old- 
fashioned way: He stole 
it. At WrestleMania IX, 
all sense of new order 


was thrown out the 
window and the old order 
was restored when 
Hogan won the belt ina 
match that shouldn't 
have counted 
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FIFTH TITLE REIGN: 


A Black Eye For 
Wrestling 


By Dave Rosenbaum 


NYBODY WHO KNOWS anything about Hulk 

Hogan wasn’t the least bit surprised when the 
“Hulkster” made an appearance prior to the 
WrestleMania IX main event. Bret Hart was about 
to defend his WWF World title against Yokozuna, 
and Hogan had nothing to do with it, but there 
was Hogan, Ego Maximus, being interviewed on 
pay-per-view TV by longtime sycophant Gene 
Okerlund. 

One could almost picture the scene moments 
earlier in the dressing room at the Caesars Palace 
outdoor stadium in Las Vegas. Hart was probably 
all ready to go on the air and make a few 
prematch comments when Hogan walked up to 
him and said, “Relax, Bret, I'll take care of the 
interview.” 

Sure, nice guy. When the camera is on, Hogan 
needs to be there, and when it's WrestleMania IX, 
it doesn’t matter that Hogan hasn't been around 
for a year. Hogan grabs the spotlight with no 
regard for the wrestlers who were working hard in 


his absence. 
It also came as no surprise when most of the Bret Hart had Yokozuna frapped in a “sharpshooter” and in a degree of trouble 


4 hen Mr, Fuji threw salt in the champion’‘s eyes. Seconds later, Yokozuna was 
6,000-plus fans at Caesars cheered wildly and wed AARNE ripest amen ee 
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mindlessly after Hogan beat Yokozuna for his fifth nostalgia, that's fine. For those who love 
World title. These fans have been programmed to wrestling, it's a crime. 


believe “Hulkamania” is the real thing, the “in” We can start by examining the circumstances 
thing, and they haven't been taught to question that led to Hogan’s victory. Yokozuna pinned Hart 
what the WWF sells them. for the title. Then, while Yokozuna celebrated, 


Hogan's victory was a sham and the perfect Hogan ran out to argue with referee Dave Hebner 
example of how the WWF will do anything to get and console Hart. 
that belt around his waist. His fifth title reign Ask yourself this: Why Hogan? Hart wasn't 
promises to be much like the other four, only hurt, merely temporarily blinded, and no amount 
worse: a celebration of Hogan's ego while the true of arguing was going to change Hebner's 
decision. Hogan was 
there because he wanted 
" apiece of Yokozuna. He 
| wasn't there to help or 
defend Hart. That was a 
front. 

Mr, Fuji made a huge 
mistake by challenging 
Hogan. That gave Hogan 
the opening he needed, 
the excuse. It allowed 
Hogan to say, “I didn't 
challenge Yokozuna. 
Yokozuna challenged 
me.” Fuji’s biggest 
mistake was challenging 
Hogan to an on-the-spot 
match. Yokozuna, having 
just wrestled a grueling 
“1 nine-minute match, 
wasn't ready for Hogan. 
But Hogan was surely 
ready for Yokozuna. 


Hulk Hogan rushed out of the meaning of the belt's history is 
locker room to get the first crack ignored. A tedious exercise in 


at the lee ienarpicn, a Mr. which this self-proclaimed 

uji ma e mistake o is ti 
ciellengiog him on beholt of Cleans etatas ile once 
Yokozuna (above). Then Fuji pws aie ; 
compounded the mistake by declaring himself the savior of 
attempting to throw salt at a federation that didn't need 
Hogan and hitting his own saving. 

wrestler’s eyes (right). April 4, 1993, was a sad 


day for wrestling. On that day, 
wrestling stopped moving 
forward and took a step 
backward. The WWF, which 
had become the federation of 
real wrestlers, such as former 
champion Bret Hart and 
Intercontinental champion 
Shawn Michaels, moved back 
into the Hogan era. 

For those who love 
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That's when everything broke down. 
Anyone with an ounce of objectivity cannot 
deny the questionable nature of what 
happened next. Hogan accepted the 
challenge and stormed the ring. The match 
began. 

But the bell never rang. Never. Anyone 
who says they heard a bell should check into 
the nearest hospital. Sybil heard a bell. Son of 
Sam heard a bell. Maybe Rick Steiner heard 
one, too. Nobody else heard the bell, and it is 
one of the most clear-cut rules of wrestling 
that a match doesn’t begin until the bell rings. 
Why didn't the bell ring? Because Hebner 


wrap the belt around Hogan's waist. With Yokozuna blinded, 

All of this happened in front of a capacity Hogan took a cheap shot at 
crowd and wrestling’s largest pay-per-view Fuji (above) and set up the 
audience of the year. On a day when the “victory” with a clothesline 


| WWF should have been the most careful, it bed Soe cc he 


tainted one of the most important titles in the WWE head Vince McMahon 
world. (below), as Randy Savage, 
Fuji's plan backfired. Hogan's worked Jimmy Hart, and Brutus 


perfectly. The most hideous part of it all is that Beefcake looked on. 


Hogan doesn't care about the belt's tradition. 
He's more concerned with saving his failing 

) Hollywood career, and figures another World 
title reign will be just the tonic. 5 


never signaled for the match to 
begin. He probably never intended 
to start the match because there 
was no signed contract and no 
approval from federation officials. 

Fuji never even left the ring. He 
threw salt at Hogan, but Hogan 
ducked and the salt hit Yokozuna 
squarely in the eyes. Hogan got the 
pin. Fuji still hadn't left the ring. 

How could Hebner allow a pinfall 
when the ring was never cleared 
before the match? 

There's only one reason this 
pinfall was allowed to stand: It was 
made by Hogan and gave him the 
title. The WWF wanted no part of 
Yokozuna as champion and took 
advantage of Fuji's stupid mistake to 
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BROTHERLY 


THE GILBERTS HAVE 


THE GUTS TO 


SETTLE IT LIKE MEN 


By Dave Rosenbaum 


HEN WE THINK of the Graham brothers, 

Eddie and Jerry, we most often think of the 
dominant tag team of their era. But what is often 
forgotten is that during the brothers’ heyday in the 
late-’50s and early-’60s, these guys just plain 
didn't like each other. 

During one match at Washington's Capital 
Arena, Eddie became so angry with his brother 
that he actually joined forces with the opposing 
team! By the next day, however, the brothers 
were back together. 

The feud the fans hoped for never came to be. 
The Grahams never settled their differences, 
which obviously had been simmering for years. 
The heat was never brought down. 

They didn’t have the guts to go on, to trust 
their instincts and commit an act which, for some, 
rivals incest as a crime against mankind: a war 
between brothers. 

Thank goodness everyone doesn't feel this 
way. Fortunately, there’s a family called the 
Gilberts that isn’t afraid to let the heat boil over 
publicly. Years and years ago in the old UWF, 
Eddie Gilbert had the guts to feud with his father, 
referee Tommy Gilbert. Tommy Gilbert had the 
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guts to fight back. There was no crying over this 
family feud. It was merely an honest display of 
emotions. 

Let’s face it: Not all families get along. There 
are brothers who hate sisters, fathers who hate 
their own children, and even identical twins who 
positively can’t stand the sight of each other. 

In the case of the Gilberts, sport imitates life. 
Or, more likely, sport takes its cue from life. The 
war between Eddie and Doug Gilbert is a 
brotherly feud of such intensity that one wonders if 
the family blood has been tainted forever. 

Let's hope so. 

To the average, shallow fan, the feud 
apparently ended when Eddie defeated Doug in a 
loser-leaves-town match. However, it was 
probably just beginning. Something like this 
doesn't begin and end in the wrestling ring. They 
will meet again at family gatherings or just by 
walking on the street. The ring cannot contain 
what they have unleashed, and what they have 
created is absolutely delicious. 

They have reacted to honest emotions! It is a 
rarity in this sport. 

“Why should we avoid each other just because 


EKATE 


When Eddie and Doug Gilbert had a public disagreement, 
they didn’t try to smooth things over. They acted upon honest 
feelings, and gave us an honest battle rarely seen among 
grappling brothers! 


Eddie and Doug Gilbert didn’t conceal their anger with 
one another. They took their Cain vs. Abel war fo the ring 
for all to see. 
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“Il have strong feelings for Eddie, 
both negative and positive, but right 
now my negative feelings outweigh 
all of the good ones.” 


Doug springs himself 
foward Eddie, who deftly 


moves out of his path. 
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we're brothers?” Doug said as he planned a 
possible clandestine return to the USWA. “Listen, 
| have strong feelings for Eddie, both negative and 
positive, but right now my negative feelings 
outweigh all of the good ones. Yeah, maybe my 
father doesn't like it, but the days when | listened 
to everything my father said are long over.” 

The feud caught fire when the Gilberts were 


—Doug Gilbert 


teaming in the 
USWA. Eddie 
arrived late for a 
match, and 
Doug complained in 
a televised interview that his brother was a 
disappointment. 

That's when Eddie showed up, and when 
Doug showed his true colors. Doug didn't reverse 
direction; he went on with his tirade. Eddie wanted 
to continue their argument in private. Doug 


Eddie momentarj , kn 
the two battle gait 


realized it was too late for privacy. He took action. 
He acted upon deceit. He did exactly what the old 
Eddie Gilbert would have done. 

Doug finally agreed to discuss the situation 
privately. And as they left the interview area, Doug 
clobbered Eddie. It was a stunning, thrilling 
moment that was perfectly captured by the USWA 
cameras. If you have a tape of this show, save it. 
You'll want it a few years from now. 

On March 1 in Memphis, Doug defeated Eddie. 
The following week, Eddie ran Doug out of town. 


ocks the 
the ring. 


wind out of Doug as 


“It was the hardest thing | ever had to do,” 
Eddie said. “I didn't want to wrestle Doug, but he 
gave me no choice. I've made a lot of enemies in 
this sport, and | don’t need one that’s my brother.” 

Don't believe Eddie's rubbish. If it was the 
hardest thing he ever did, Eddie wouldn't have 
thrown fire at Doug. He would have tried to beat 
him fair and square. He wouldn't have agreed to 
the loser-leaves-town match. Eddie did all of this 
because the problems between the Gilbert 


brothers go far deeper than anyone knows. That's the life I've chosen. Doug showed me 
“They were always competing with each other — something, that he has some fight, that he isn’t 
when they were little boys, but that never worried —_ afraid to quit. Our feelings for each other have 
me because | thought it was natural,” Tommy always gone very deep, and when that happens 
Gilbert said. “Doug was always trying to be better there are going to be good and bad feelings.” 
than Eddie, and Eddie always wanted to be better Most brothers only act upon the good feelings. 
than Doug. It made both of them better people, Not the Gilberts. They're 
but maybe there were rifts that never closed.” real men with real emo- 
Tommy Gilbert should be proud of his children. tions. Good and bad. o 
Honesty is a rare quality these days. Families are 
too often guilty of illegitimate feelings. 


ji the 
ill come a fime when 
seh will rekindle their ree 
first they must what they 


must be done. 


Gilbert and Gilbert have taken giant steps 
toward wiping out age-old taboos. We do not live 
in a world of love and forgiveness, but in one of 
hate and fear. Realizing this is the key to success 
and a life of contentment. 

“The first time | hit my brother, it was like 
years and years of feelings and frustrations just 
poured out of me,” Doug said. “Maybe one day 
Eddie and | Will make amends. If we do, our 
relationship will be much stronger because of 
what happened.” : : 

Eddie begrudgingly agreed with his brother. To their credit, the Gilberts are treating this like any other feud. Doug lifts his arms fo 

“| don't mind living by the sword and! guess _ protect his face, but he will find no mercy from his older brother (top). Likewise, Doug 
one day I'll die by the sword,” Eddie said. “Fine. refuses to let up on Eddie as the action spills from the ring (above). 
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BRUISER BRODY 


NE OF THE greatest brawlers in the 
O history of the sport... The 

“Mercenary Of Mayhem” displayed 
outstanding agility and aerial tactics for a 
man standing 6’8” and weighing 280 pounds 
... Never remained in a particular 
federation for very long; he set his own 
course and made his own rules... Played 
college football at the University of lowa and 
West Texas State University... Wasa 
member of the Washington Redskins’ taxi 
squad in 1968... Also played for the 
Edmonton Eskimos of the Canadian Football 
League... Worked as a sportswriter for 
several years... Began his pro wrestling 
career in 1973 as Frank “The Hammer” 
Goodish... In 1975 in Louisiana, began a 
long and fruitful association with Stan 
Hansen... Later that year won the Florida 
State title from Rocky Johnson... Entered 
the WWF in 1976 as Bruiser Brody. . . 
Battled Bruno Sammartino for the WWF 
World title... Embarked on his first tour of 
Japan in the late-1970s... Became a 
legend there; the Japanese called him “The 
Intelligent Monster’... Cut quite an 
imposing figure, with his long hair and 
scraggly beard... Would often come to the 
ring barking and swinging a 20-foot steel 
chain just inches from the fans’ heads . . . 
Many regarded him and Hansen as the 
greatest American tag team ever to compete 
in Japan, and that takes The Road Warriors 
into account... Among their titles were the 
Japanese Pacific Wrestling Federation tag 
championship ... Also teamed frequently 
with “Superfly” Jimmy Snuka... Was no 
less popular after feuding with Japanese 
legend Antonio Inoki... Contested dozens 
of memorable matches against NWA World 
champion Ric Flair; their greatest bouts took 
place in St. Louis, where Brody was idolized 
... Was extremely popular in Texas, even 
when he was hated everywhere else. . . 
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Longtime brass 
knuckles champion in 
Texas... Capable 
of feuding with 
someone in Georgia, 
then two weeks later 
teaming with him in 
Texas... Inthe 
mid-1980s teamed 
with Nord the 
Barbarian in the 
AWA, where he was 
known as “King 
Kong’ Brody... The 
wild duo, aside from 
brutalizing their toes, 
would often toss full 
garbage cans into the 
ring... Had an 
amazingly violent 
feud with Abdullah 
the Butcher... 
Faced Nick 
Bockwinkel for the 
AWA World title in 
1981... Won 
Florida title from B. 
Brian Blair in 1982; 
was stripped of the 
belt shortly thereafter 
following a rematch 
with Blair... Fought 
Harley Race for the 
NWA World belt. . . 
Teamed many times with the Von Erichs . . . 
Went after Dusty Rhodes at the request of 
J.J. Dillon .. . Rated best all-around wrestler 
in the sport in the Fall 1986 issue of 
WRESTLING SUPERSTARS... Three-time All- 
Japan International champion; lost that belt 
for the last time to Jumbo Tsuruta on April 
14, 1988... Last match carne on July 15, 
1988, in Ponce, Puerto Rico, where he 
teamed with Carlos Colon in a loss to 
Abdullah the Butcher and Dan Spivey... 
Scheduled to face Spivey the next night at 


? “sports: 
PART 


Juan Loubriel Stadium in Bayamon, Puerto 
Rico... Inthe dressing room, moments 
before the scheduled start of the bout, Brody 
was stabbed twice in the abdomen... Died 
the next morning on the operating table at a 
hospital in San Juan... Jose Gonzalez 
(Invader |) was tried on a murder charge and 
acquitted in February 1989... Five years 
after his death, Brody still is remembered for 
his toughness, his spirit, and his 
independence ... He kicked butt rather than 
kissed it... He was his own man. 


could get 
high off the 
mat to 


dropkick to 
the jaw. 


the foreheads Brody gnarled, 
he always liked the taste of 
Dick Murdoch’s best (right). 


He could wear a mask to hide his face, 
but his identity was never a mystery, 
especially to longtime rivals like 
Abdullah the Butcher. 


One Man Gang gets a close-up look af ee favorite: weap 
There wasn’t a referee alive who could tell “The Mercenary Of 


Mayhem” what to do with his chain. Gp With Jose Gonzalez in 1976. Twelve years later, 


Gonzalez was = ii for th 


Wrestling 93 / 65 


i 


| 


n this special feature, a prominent rulebreaker of the day is afforded that 
rarest of opportunities: a chance to speak directly to the wrestling public 
without fear of reprisal or censorship. This is vital reading for those wishing 


to gain wisdom from the sport’s greatest minds 
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By Tony Anthony 


Well, would you look at this. A big fancy 
magazine wants a few words from the ol’ “Dirty 
White Boy.” Well, it's about time you morons 
asked for my opinion. I’ve only been the Smoky 
Mountain heavyweight champion since last 
August. What in the hell took you guys so long? 
Maybe if you guys stopped plastering overrated 
sissies like Bret Hart and Sting on the cover of 
your magazines, you'd have more space for real 
men like me. 

As long as I've already mentioned those 
other second-rate titleholders in my column, let 
me just say this. Anytime anyone wearing 
another title belt wants to come down here and 
go title-for-title, I'll be ready for ‘em. Bret Hart— 
the excellence of execution? Ha! If that greasy 
little pink pansy tried to put an armbar on me, 
he'd get a stiff elbow in his eye. Dustin Rhodes? 
He doesn't have the experience to match up 
with me. Besides, | heard that he and his father 
share a brain. 

Enough about them. Let's talk about me, 
Tony Anthony, the Smoky Mountain champ. A 
lot of you idiots reading this fine magazine think 
my belt isn't as important as the WWF or WCW 
belt. Well, as usual, you morons are wrong, 
dead wrong. I've taken on lots of tough 
challengers who thought they'd use my title as a 
steppingstone to something else. When | 
stepped on their faces, and stomped on their 
backs, they thought differently. While I'm at it, I'll 
stomp anybody who doesn't respect me and my 
belt. 

As long as we're talking about a lack of 
respect, I'd like to tell all of you why | moved 
from Bucksnort, Tennessee, to New York. | 
figure if Southerners are stupid enough to cheer 
for a pretty little punk like Tracey Smothers, then 
| sure as hell don’t need to be associating with 
them. My manager, Ron Wright, told me to be 
more selective about who | hang out with. After 


all, | am the champion. at it, then society will just 

So from here on in, I'm a resident of New have to thank me for it. 
York, Yankee through and through. I'll be To tell you the truth, Ron 
spending my days shopping in New York's Wright has the best idea to 
finest stores, ‘cause | got class, you know. And _ finish Smothers once and for 


my nights? I'll be stepping out to the Big all ... a chain match, the first 
Apple's fanciest night clubs, like the Palladium — one Tennessee has seen in 
and Club U.S.A. | want to date real women, over 15 years. And for all 

not the toothless, inbred pigs infesting the you people who are dumber 


South. The only time you rednecks willsee me than you look (hard to 
below the Mason-Dixon line willbe when | fly believe, | know), I'll let you in 


down first-class to defend my title. a little secret. In his day, 
Speaking of titles, it seems to me that Ron Wright was the king of 
Smothers has lost some weight recently— Tennessee chain matches. 
about 20 pounds. Hey, junior, what happened = Whenever someone was 
to your belt? You remember the one I'm actually stupid enough to 
talking about, don’t you? Itsaid TV champion —_ take a chain match against 
on it. Ha! Ron, the local emergency 
Yeah, | smashed Smothers with a chair room knew they'd have a 
right before his match with The Nightstalker. customer that night. Hell, 
So what? He was asking for it! He’s been a things got so bad that the 
pain in my rump since he came to Smoky ambulance would just wait 


Mountain. So what if | burned his Confederate —_ outside the arena with it's 
flag? | told you already, | hate the South and! engine running and siren 
don't care who knows it. I'll burn every damn blaring. 

redneck flag | can get my hands on. And if | Those were the good old 
burn a few rednecks, like Smothers, while I'm days, gone but not forgotten. Smothers, I'm 


Anthony sneers at the crowd as 
he controls the action against 
Tracey Smothers (left). Smothers 
is so concerned with defending 
the honor of the Confederate 
flag (above) that he has lost 
concentration on more 
important matters—his war 
with the “Dirty White Boy.” 


Wrestling 93 / 67 


gonna wrap that steel chain around your neck 
and pull it tighter and tighter until you collapse. 
I'm gonna smash your skull into all four 
ringposts. Then, if there’s anything left of you, 
I'll let Ron relive his glory days and bounce 
that chain off of your bloody skull a few times. 
Then, after | grab an egg cream, I'll pin you 
and retain my title. Do you hear me, 
Smothers? My title! 

It's like | said before: I'll cripple anyone who 
thinks he can take this belt off me. After | get 
rid of that litle runt Smothers, Tim Horner is 
gonna want another title shot because he’s 
just lost the TV title. Am | supposed to be 
impressed with you, boy? The only reason you 
won the belt in-the first place is because 
Nightstalker had already wrestled earlier that 
night, and now you've lost it again. What 
qualifies you for a title shot? Nothing! 

But !'ll give you one anyway. | don't care 
how many times I’ve got to defend this belt. | 
don't care who gets in the ring with me. | don't 
care what Commissioner Bob Armstrong says. 
The title stays mine. Mine! 

I'm going to finish by giving a warning to 
every wrestler competing in the sport today. 
Don't come to 
Smoky Mountain 
thinking you're 
gonna make a name 
for yourself at my 
expense. I'm not 
gonna roll over and 
play dead for 
anyone walking on 
Earth. As far as I'm 
concerned, this belt 
is as important as 
any other belt out 
there and I'll put it 
up against any other 
champion who 
thinks he’s badder 
than me. Flying 
dropkick? Ha! 
Legscissors? Give 
me a break! A well- 
placed thumb to the 
eye and fist to the 
head are just as 
effective as all those 
fancy moves. 
Remember boys, 
they don't call me 
the “Dirty White 
Boy” for nothing! o 


Smothers runs out 
of real estate as he tries 
to escape the charging 
Anthony (above). 
Anthony fries fo enter 
the ring, but the kicking 
Smothers wants no part 
of him (left). 
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THIS MONTH IN... 


Five-time champ! 
HULK HOGAN 
stuns the world! 


A fear of failure, or success? 
What is keeping RIC FLAIR out of the ring? 


PLUS... 


THE WRECKING CREW: “Don't compare us to 
THE ROAD WARRIORS — we're better!”...Good news 
and bad news for WrestleMania participants 
TITO SANTANA and PAPA SHANGO. .. Hey, 
KEVIN SULLIVAN: Stop—in the name of the law! 


All this — and much more...in the July 1993 issue of 


Wrestle America 
NOW ON SALE! 
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SPECIAL COLLECTOR’S ISSUE!!! 
SUPERCARDS ’93!! 
Exclusive full-color coverage of 
WRESTLEMANIA IX and 
WCW’S NEW YORK CITY DEBUT! 


PWI's first annual EXPERTS’ POLL 
PLUS... 


Does VAN HAMMER 
have the tools to nail 
down the NWA 
title?... How the South is 
rising against that 
damned Yankee, 
TONY ANTHONY... 
LEX LUGER & 

MR. HUGHES: Together 
again—as partners or 
rivals? All this—and much more... 
in the August 1993 issue of 


Pro Wrestling Illustrated 


NOW ON SALE! 
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A warrior is one who upholds the 
honor of his arena of competition. A 
wimp flees the arena in order to live to 
flee again. Each issue, we will salute 
two of wrestling’s warriors and take a 


whack at a pair of its wimps 


KAMALA IS A WIMP. You read that 
right. The big, fat Ugandan appears 
fearsome, but inside that mighty chest 
beats the heart of a cowardly lion. Look 
who he’s been wrestling: his old handler, 
Kim Chee. It's obviously that Kim Chee is 
no wrestler, but Kamala keeps on beating 
him up. When the heck is Slick going to 
put Kamala up against some real 
competition? What are they afraid of? 
We'd love to see someone like Yokozuna 
get in there against the so-called 
“Ugandan Nightmare” and teach him 
something about courage. 


CURT HENNIG IS A WIMP. Razor 
Ramon and “Narcissist" Lex Luger decided 
they'd like nothing better than to take a piece 
out of “Mr. Perfect’s” hide. Hennig, looking 
for help, turned to World champion Bret Hart. 
Unbelievable! Hennig feuded with Hart for 
months. Hart is the man who put him out of 
action for more than a year, but that didn’t 
stop Hennig from cravenly crawling to the 
“Hitman” for a helping hand. The theme from 
Exodus is perfect ring entrance music for a 
man we wish a quick exit, courtesy of 
Ramon and Luger. 


RICK RUDE IS A WARRIOR. A neck 
injury that kept him sidelined for months did 
nothing to dampen Rude'’s spirit. 
Immediately upon his return to active 
competition, the “Ravishing One” demanded 
a series of matches against U.S. champion 
Dustin Rhodes. He had every right to ask for 
those bouts, because that title, which 
Rhodes won in a tournament, never should 
have been stripped from Rude in the first 
place, What's more, Rude refuses to let 
tough TV champ Paul Orndorff stand in his 
way. WCW fan favorites may have forgotten 
how tough Rude is, but we haven't. 


BIG VAN VADER IS A WARRIOR. 

When Vader lost the WCW World title to Sting on March 11 in London, 
he didn’t fold up, like Sting would have. He stayed focused, 
remembered what had gotten him to the top, and six days later 
regained the belt from Sting in convincing fashion. It's time for Sting to 
realize that WCW is now Vader's federation, not his. Harley Race, too, 
deserves a lot of credit for keeping the big man motivated. Together, 
they make a pair capable of dominating for years. 
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“Ha! Sting thought he was on top of the world 
when he won the WCW World title from me. 
Again, he underestimated the power of Vader, and 
again he paid for it. He did me a favor. Those six 
days without the title made me realize how much | 
enjoy being World champion. Now, | have decided 
never to lose this belt again. | will let no man pin 
my shoulders down. | will now be truly invincible. | 
will have no fear. | will feel no pain. No pain!” 


RON HARRIS 

“It's about time me and my brother got a little 
national exposure. Don't get me wrong: We loved 
beating the hell out of people in the USWA. It's 
just that we would rather be splitting skulls in front 
of all of America. That's why we jumped at the 
chance to compete in WCW against those Cole 
twins. What a couple of cupcakes. Are they 
identical brothers or sisters? Hey, it doesn’t really 
matter to us. Somebody call their mommy and tell 
her they're not coming home ... ever.” 


DON HARRIS 

“| don't even know why the hell we're fooling 
around with these two punks anyway. Who the hell 
are they? Who have they beat? What belts have 
they held? We want some real competition. We'll 
fight anyone dumb enough to get in our faces. 
Bring on The Steiners. Bring on Steve Austin and 
Brian Pillman. For all | care, you can give us Hulk 
Hogan and Brutus Beefcake. When we're done 
with all these other slobs, everyone will know how 
bad The Bruise Brothers really are.” 


ARN ANDERSON 

“Let's forget about the last few months. | was a 
ship without a rudder, a man without a purpose. 
Basically, | had no direction. All that’s changed 
now because Ric Flair is back in WCW. When Ric 
and | get together, it can mean only one thing: The 
Four Horsemen will ride one more time. That's bad 
news for everyone in WCW. Once the Horsemen 
are re-formed, I'll be a new man. The man you've 
seen before. Erik Watts, prepare to be 
reintroduced to Arn Anderson.” 


SCOTTY FLAMINGO 

“| tell you, you can grow old in WCW waiting for 
Stuff to happen. Like the light heavyweight 
tournament, for instance. When did Erik's daddy 
promise that to us? Last September? So | figured, 
why wait around for a title shot that may or may 
not happen when | can go to the USWA and win 
one right away. And that’s exactly what | did. Let 
me tell you, Brian Christopher's a great partner, 
and we're gonna have the tag team belts for a 
good long time.” 


RICK RUDE 

“Dustin Rhodes, | hope you enjoyed your short 
and meaningless reign as the United States 
heavyweight champion. | never lost that belt and 
you couldn't beat me for it on your best day, | held 
that title longer than anyone ever did, and the way 
WCW stole it from me was a disgrace. Well I'm 
back to right the wrongs inflicted on me. I'm back 
to claim what is rightfully mine. I've been gone too 
long. Now everyone in WCW is in for a rude 
awakening!” 


VINNIE VEGAS 

“You know, Van Hammer doesn't know who he’s 
dealin’ with here. I’m not foolin’ around anymore. 
I'm no common thug. I’m an up-and-comin’ 
superstar here in WCW and | can't be bothered 
with the likes of him. Nailin’ Hammer ain't no fun 
anymore. | gotta nice lifestyle to keep up. | need to 
make some good dough, know what! mean? | ease 
gotta win some titles. Maybe me and my boy 
Big Sky will go and win the tag belts. | look good 
in gold. You see what I'm sayin'?” 


STING 

“| can’t believe this magazine actually exists! It 
seems like a bad dream. | understand misguided 
journalists like Eddie Ellner and Joey Styles need 
a place to voice their opinions, too. But a whole 
magazine? This is insanity! And as for the rest of 
the guys shooting off their mouths on these two 
pages, can you guys back up what you say? | can 
and | will, whenever | get my hands on any of you. 
Especially you, Vader!" 


Wrestling 93 / 73 


74 / Wrestling 93 


Blood covers the face and neck of 
Yukihiro Kanemura, the victim of a 
spike attack by SMW’s Kevin Sullivan. 
The deep gash on his left arm required 
58 stitches to close. 
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When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
magazine has all the inside information you want and it’s 
only a phone call away. 


If it happens in the ring, the locker room, or on the road, 
you'll hear it here first. 


To get all the breaking stories from every federation, call 
the Pro Wrestling Illustrated Hotline now and you'll be the 
first to learn about . . . 


Exclusive news from behind the scenes 
Upcoming events 

Up-to-date results from around the world 
Title changes and transactions 
Up-to-date ratings 

Wrestler of the week 


Plus « « o Tell the editors of Pro Wrestling I/lustrated what you 
want to see in the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. 
Selected letters will be printed in Pro Wrestling IIlustrated. 


CALL NOW 


IN THE U.S, 1-900-884-4P WI 
IN THE U.K. 0891 331 144 


EF @® This service is available on both 
rotary-dial and touch-tone phones 


* Cost per minute in the United States is $1.49 per. Cost per minute in the 
United Kingdom is 36p cheap rate and 48p at all other times incl. VAT. 
Cost per minute in Ireland is 24p economy, 36p off-peak, 48p peak. 
Kids, get your parents’ permission. 
BCM Box 6424, London, WC1N 3XX 
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For over a decade, PWI has been bringing the wrestling arena (and the locker 
room) to the fans. No other wrestling magazine that covers the entire spec- 
trum of the sport can boast of the same quality writers, editors, and photogra- 
phers. PWI is acknowledged worldwide as the best! 


PWI’s award-winning staff is always where the action is, providing the most 
complete coverage of wrestling available anywhere. From the great staff of 
writers, through the dramatic peak-action photographs, to the magnificent full- 
color centerfold—PWI brings you wrestling action at its best. PWI includes 
exclusive features you can’t get anywhere else: Our comprehensive ‘‘Arena 
Reports” ... Eddie Ellner’s lively and controversial ‘Off The Top Rope” ... 
An incisive ‘‘Press Conference” with one of the sport’s top stars .. . Extensive 
“Ratings” ... ‘Scouting Reports” ... ‘Time Capsules” ... And don’t forget: 
Your subscription to PWI includes the spectacular 100-page year-end issue, 
priced at $3.50 on the newsstand (if you can find it!). 


Don’t miss a single issue! Subscribe today! 


| Olam enclosing $30 for a one-year subscription with the understanding that | will receive two issues free for a total of 14 monthly issues 
| ©! am enclosing $60 for a two-year subscription with the understanding that | will receive six issues free for a total of 30 monthly issues 


tla MasterCard iii = 252 «lL kee ate lg sn ae 
| Expiration Date: ___j_ 
| MO/YR 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034 MEMBERS: 
* Provide your club 
aie membership number and take an 
| AGIOS pe ee a Bs es a Se At ee ls additional 10% off on 
rae ‘ 
| City pas Zip subscriptions of one or two years!) 
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@ Now available for the first time, a six-month subscription to PW/I. Six power- 
packed issues will be delivered right to your door for just $15. 

@ Order a one-year subscription to PW/ and receive two issues free! You'll 
get 14 issues for just $30—a 17% savings off the regular newsstand price. 
@To receive the greatest savings, order a two-year subscription to PW/ at the 
low price of $60 and receive six issues free! That's 30 issues for the cost of 
24, a 25% savings off the regular newsstand rate! 
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THE STORY YOU WON'T GET ON TV 
COULD BE IN YOUR MAILBOX! 


EXCLUSIVE FEATURES 


THREE WAYS TO SUBSCRIBE 


------------------- 7} 


Yes, | would like to subscribe to PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
(J | am enclosing $15 for a six-month subscription 


(Pennsylvania residents, please add 6% sales tax). 

Please indicate method of payment 

( Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 
O VISA # = 


fp estlin 


ILLUSTRATED 


Price offer good in U.S. and Canada only. Foreign countries: $19.80 for six months; $39.60 for one year; $79.20 for two years. (International money order in 


U.S. funds only for orders outside U.S. ). Please allow up to eight weeks before you receive your first issue. 
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